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| CuntsTIaNITY not founded on 


Argument, hots c. 


91 R, 


n+ HEN 1 e my laſt Letter to 
you, I was not determined upon this 


Third Addreſs: But I make it in Com- 
pliance with the Requeſt of ſeveral of my Friends, 


who think, that in Order to do full Juſtice to the 


Work 1 have undertaken, I ought to conſider 


your Third Part. This they the rather urge, as it 
may give me an Opportunity of vindicating an im- 


rtant Doftrine of Scripture, - which ſome of the 
Friends of Chriſtianity have unwarily repreſented in 
ſuch a View, as to encourage its Enemies to endea- 
vour to plant their Artillery againſt the Goſpel, on 
that Ground, from' whence, if there be due Care - 
taken, it is moſt capable of being defended, I 
am the more willing to comply wih this Requeſt, 
becauſe I find your ingenious Correſpondent at Ox- 


ford (whoſe Letter to you has, I doubt not, given 


* the 


4 The Author's Aſſertion in his Third General, 
the World a great deal of Pleaſure,) has modeſtly 
omitted the Diſcuſſion of his, as well as of ſeveral 
other Points, which I have examined at large in my 
| Two former Letters. 
| I proceed therefore directly to the Conſideration 
of what you have advanced in the Third Part of your 
Book; in which you undertake to ſhew, that Chri- 
ſtianity cannat be founded on Argument, i. e. that we 
cannot be obliged to exerciſe our Reaſon in diſco- 
vering its Evidences, or judging of its Doctrines, be- 
cauſe Gop has preſcribed another, and very different 
© | Methed of coming at the Knowledge of Divine Truths, 
* which is, (as you repreſent it, in the 56tb and fol- 
- lowing. Pages,) the immeaiate Operation of the Holy 
Spirit upon our Minds, infallibly dictating to us the 
| ' Whole Scheme and Syſtem of them, in ſuch a Man- 
. nex, as to leave nothing to be done by ourſelves, but 
merely to receive and aſſent to Do#trines ſeen by 
their own 2 under the Influence of his Teach- 
q | ings. 5 f | 
| Now, here, Sir, had you ſeparated ſome Things, : 
Ss ' which you offer in Illuſtration and Proof of this 
= general Aſſertion, from the reſt, I ſhould have 
RR. been very ready to have acknowledged their Truth 
and their Moment, and had it been neceſſary, (which 
I am well aware it would not have been,) to have 
Join'd with you in the Defence of both ; as you 
will eaſily ſee by what I am farther to offer, and 
mult indeed well perceive from what I have alrea- 
dy written in this Controverſy, even tho' you ſhould 
be ever ſo much a Stranger to my other Writings ; 
in all which I am continually referring to the Ne- 
f Ceffity of Divine Tafluences on the Mind, to form it to 
} Knowledge and Holineſs; and in ſome of which, (par- 
| ticularly my Seventh Sermon on Regeneration,) I have 
ſet my ſelf to defend the Doctrine at large, in a 
Manner which muſt certainly appear very ſincere, 


| and will, 1 hope, be found thoroughly ON 
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if admitted, muſt fubvert Chriſtianity. *$ 


to all, who will ſeriouſly weigh it, and will abide 


by Scripture as the Standard of their Faith *, But 


my Complaint is, that what you teach on this 


Head, tho' in many Places very true, and ex- 


preſſed with great Propriety, is intermingled and 


connected with other Aſſertions, which ſeem to me 
quite unſcriptural, and extravagant; and which, 


if they were to be admitted, muſt neceſſarily end 
in the Subverſion of Chriftianity. For all your Scheme 
centers in this, „that theſe Influences and Afſtances 
of the Spirit of Gop are of ſuch a Kind, as to 
contain an ample Revelation of the whole Sytem of 
Chriſtianiiy, to every particular Perſon who is the 

«© Subject of it; fo as to ſuperſede the Neceſſity of 


% any Rational Enquiry into the Evidences or Con- 


„ rents of Religion; and in ſuch a Manner as to 
place him above all Dependance on Scripture, 


Had I not obſerved many other Marks of wery great Haſte 


in good Mr. Seagrave's Pamphlet, in which he has undertaken 
to adjuſt Matters between us, long before he had heard me out; 


I ſhould have been much ſurprized to ſee my ſelf charged with 


repreſenting the Agency of the Spirit as only neceſſary to confirm 


Faith, and quicken Obedience, and with intimating that Saving 
Faith muſt of Courſe follow a Religious Education. Surely, he is 


too honeſt, thus to mi/quote my Words with Deſign, or to ſay 


fuch Things, had he read with any Attention at all, I will not 


ſay, my Sermons on Education, (in which I ſtrongly aſſert the 


contrary, as well as in thoſe on Regeneration,) but even the 145 


Page of my Firft Letter on which he animadverts; in which I 


ſpeak of the Influences of Divine Grace as neceſſary to the Suc-- 


ceſs of the moſt pious and prudent Attempt which Parents can 
make: And in my Second Letter, . ſeveral Days before 
his Pamphlet, (Pag. 50.) I ſpeak of it © as the Offce ? the 
„Spirit, toenlighten and renew, to ſanctify and ſtrengthen, to 


« chear and guide the Children of Go p and Heirs of Glory.“ 
J believe this Ra/oneſs to have been the Effect of a pious, tho? in 

this Reſpect, ill. govern d Zeal, and therefore I can eaſily excuſe 
it; but my Reſpect to that Gentleman leads me to wiſh, that he 


may have Patience, as Solomon well expreſſes it, (Prod. xviii. 13.) 
1 hear a Matter before he anſwers it, becauſe I defire that- 


every Thing in which he engages may be 1/7/dom and Honour ta 


dk. 
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6 Ho he repreſents the Spirit's In fluence. 


« and, in one Word, to make Ren abſolutely in. 
« fallible.” 0 


That the py may not imagine, I miſtake 
your Meaning, and aggravate the Matter beyond 
due Bounds, I ſhall tranſcribe a few Paſſages of yours, 


in which it will plainly appear, that you carry the 


Matter to this extravagant Height. And whoever 


attentively conſiders the Connection of many of 
theſe Paſſages with the reſt, will immediately find, 
that what is moſt extravagant in theſe Aſertions, is ſo 
_ eſſential to your Scheme, that were theſe Paſſages to 


be moderated, the Mention of is Doctrine would 5 


be quite foreign to your Purpoſe. 


While you plead for the Reality and Neceſſi ity of 


ſuch an Influence, you call it, in the General, 4 

C conſtant and particular Revelation, imparted ſepa- 
« rately, and ſupernaturally, to every Individual.” 
(Pap. 112.) And elſewhere, (pag. 56.) you ſpeak 
of the Spirit, as the great Dictator, and infallible 
Guide, who is the promiſed Oracle to attend Be- 


ys lievers to the End of the World, to irradiate their 


* Souls at once, as the All-ſufficient Origin of Faith, 
. in Oppoſition to the Aids and Advices of 3 
. gy,” This you call (pag. 58.) „the Light of 
e Tyfpiratian, and infuſed Evidence, which is of im- 


«© mediate Influence, and operates, as in the Caſe of 


« Saul,” (as if that were to be conſider'd as a 
common Standard,) . without Delay? A Principle, 
* which. effects Converfion,” (you muſt, I ſuppoſe, 


mean, 10 the Belief of Chriſtianity as a Speculative Truth) 


e by an rrrefytible Light from Heaven, and flaſhes | 


« Conviction in a Moment ; — producing,” as you 
expreſs it, (pag. 59.) ** the molt perfect and finiſh'd 
« Creed' at once ;?” — ſo as to be the Sum and 
« Subſtance of all Argumentation, and” (what- 
ever that ſublime Expreſſion may mean,) “ the 


« OT Spirit and Extract of all Convicting Power, 


ce of 


Chriſtianity muſt be falſe, if this be true. 7 
of a Nature, perhaps, but little differing from 
Intuition it ſelf;“ — in Conſequence of which 
« there is nothing in the Suſpicious Repoſitories of 
Human Teſtimony,” (in which, it is evident from 
other Paſſages, you include Scripture,) « that can 
« deſerve the leaſt Notice, or be thought worthy 
„ of a Moment's Attention on this Subject.” You 
call it, (pag. 60.) A preſent and ſtanding Miracle 
of our own, in Conſequence of which we ſtand 
4 no longer in Need of any of the Credit of An- 
e cient Miracles.” You tell us, it produces ſuch 
« indelible Characters ſtamp'd upon the Heart, as 
<« no Miſrepreſentations can ever poſſibly intervene 
to corrupt:” And fay, „that this faithful Mo- 
„ Office 0 the End of the World, that we may not 
be left liable one Moment to a Poſſibility of Error 
* and Impoſition.“ So that, (not to multiply _ - 
tions from many parallel Paſſages,) as you expreſs 
it, (pag. 90.) in as ſtrong and determinate Terms as 
can be imagined, ** Afual Infallibility is the only 
«© Title whereon to ground any plan Me Claim to our 
* Diſcipleſhip.” 


Now, Sir, I ſeriouſly n that every hs 
telligent Reader will immediately conclude, that 
if this Repreſentation of the Matter were indeed the 
genuine Doctrine of Chriſtianity itſelf, this Third 

Part of your Treatiſe, ſeparate from the Two former, 

which I hope have been already ſufficiently con- 
futed, would alone be an unanſwerable Demonſtra- 

tion, that Chrj iſtianity was falſe. If this be its Lan- 
guage, and theſe its Engagements, it is evidently 
condemned out of its o Mouth, tor ſurely all Chriſti- 
ans are not in Fact infallible. Every Error, and every 
Contradiction maintained by any of them, on one 
Side the Queſtion or the other, evinces this; unleſs 
Leib Parts of a Contradiction could be true. You, 


muſt 


% nitor and Guardian has promiſed to continue this 
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5 When you fathered ſuch a Scheme upon it. 


B We groſs Abſurdity of ſuch a Scheme. 
muſt therefore, on theſe Principles, reconcile Error 
and Infellibility, which it ſeems very difficult to do: 
Unleſs you ſhould think fit to evade that Neceſſity 
by ſaying, that hey only among all the Contending 
Parties are to be acknowledged for Chriſtians, who 
are free from Error; from any Error, of any Kind, 


or any Degree, in any Queſtion in which Religion 


is concerned. And this ſurely, in the Judgment 


of every candid and impartial Man, would be no 
Sther than acknowledging, that there is no ſuch 


Thing as a Chriſtian now in the World. And this 
would conſequentially prove Chriſtianity itſelf falſe, 
as it is confeſſedly a Part of the Scheme, that it 


was to be perpetuated to all Ages by a Succeſſion of 


faithful Diſciples ; which, according to the whole of 
your Argument, it was the Deſign of this extraordi- | 


nary Agency of the Spirit to ſecure. 
The Abfurdity of this is ſo flagrant, that I ſup- 
poſe you will rather chuſe to ſay, chat the Reaſon 


why Chriſtians fall into Error is, becauſe they do 
not follow this infallible Guide, But you muſt give 


me Leave to remind you, that you have cut your- 
ſelf off from this Retreat, by aſſerting ibis Light to 


be irreſſſtible, and ta flaſh Conviction in a Moment; 
and by ſaying expreſsly, that it is an indelible Cha- 


rafter, inſtamp'd (as it ſeems by what you elſewhere 
maintain,) > our Baptiſm, and incapable of being cor- 
rupted. You cannot ſurely imagine ſuch a Subter- 


_ fege conſiſtent with ſaying, (as in 1 the Place quoted 


above,) that actual Infallibility is the only Title to 


the Claim of being a Diſciple. % An actual Infal- 
Iibility, liable for want of due Attention to be miſ- 


taken, is as incoberent an Idea, as that of a Square 
Circle, or a Cylindrical Cone. Chriſtianity muſt ap- 
pear ridiculous, 1f 1t taught ſuch a D:Arine ;, and you 
will, I hope, Sir, examine your own Conſcience, 
as to the Yiew in which you w/e it ſhould appear, 


45 : 


The Method propoſed in this Letter, 9g 


As I cannot remember ever to have ſeen the 
Dottrine of the Spirit's Influence ſet in fo injurious a 
Light, and turned fo viſibly to the Reproach of 
that Goſpel, to which, when duly explained, it is 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a Glory, I ſhall therefore ſet my 
ſelf to canvaſs this Point with you at large: And 
hope to ſhew, that this Miſrepreſentation of what the 
Scripture teaches on this Head is as groſs, as the 
Scheme itſelf is inconſiſtent and abſurd. 
Now that this Point may be ſet in as clear and 


- 8 caſa Light as poſſible, 1 ſhall —— to. 


1 


Firſt, That the . ma ks many very 


important Things of the Agency and Operation of 155 7 


Spirit on Mens Minds, without carrying it to — 


1 8 as you ſuppoſe. 


Secondly, That it ſays many T ings concerning 
theſe Influences, and the Perſons under — utterly 
— with your Scheme. And, _ _ 


Wirdy, That the Paſſages on which you build 
your Hypotheſis, will none of them, if fairly inter- 

preted, ſupport it, and ſeveral of them are in 
themſelves ſufficient to ſubvert and overthrow it, 
tho“ they have been —— eo into a con- 
my Service. 8 


Moſt of what I have farther to offer in Reply 
to your Letter, will be comprehended under one or 
other of theſe Heads: But before I enter into 
the Diſcuſſion of them, I muſt take Leave to 
premiſe one Preliminary; which is, That. the Que. 
tion we are debating, is not by any Means to be 
decided' by Human Authority. 1 am very ſenſible, 


ih that ſome eminent Divines of the Roman Com- 
N B munion, 
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ſequences you would connect with theſe Principles. 


1oNotHuman Authority, but Scripture, to decide it. 


munion, and of the Eſtabliſhed Church at home, as 


well as among our Nonconformiſts, have, in 85 
| Zeal and Humility of their Hearts, expreſſed them- 
ſelves in a Manner which cannot be defended, and 


thereby have given too plauſible an Occaſion for 


your dangerous and fatal Miſrepreſentations. Yet I 
am not aware, that any of them, even Biſhop 


Beveridge, or the celebrated Arch Biſhop of Cambray 


_ himſelf, ever ran your Lengths; and their other 
Writings ſhew, how utterly they would have ab- 


borred ſome of the Conſequences, which you have 


_ drawn, or ſuggeſted, from theſe Principles. But my 

_ Buſineſs is with the Law, and with the Teftimony ;, and 
where theſe holy and excellent Men have not ſpoken 

according to that Rule, I cannot beheve that Cele- 
ſtial Light to have been in them, or ſuppoſe their 
Minds under the Guidance of that Spirit, whom, 
tho? by ill- judged Methods, it was undoubtedly 
their ſincere and affectionate Deſire to glorify. 
Taking the Matter, therefore, as the Scripture re- 


preſents 1 it, it wil be very * to ſhew, 


Firſt, That the Scripture may ſay many very bigh 


and important Things concerning the Agency and Ope- 
ration of the Bleſſed Spirit on the Hearts of Be- 


lievers, without carrying it fo far as you repreſent, 
or laying any juſt Foundation for, the Arguments 
you would build on ſuch Paſſages...Many Things 
may be faid of the Xagiopa]e, or the Extraordinary 
Gifts and Powers of the Apoſtles and Primitive 
Chriſtians, which were ſo peculiar to that Age, that 


We have no perſonal Concern in them at all :=— _ 


And many Things might be ſaid of thoſe Operations 
Which were to continue in all Ages of the Church, 
which, tho? of great Moment and univerſal Con- 


cern, may fall very far ſbort of What you aſſert, 


and muſt maintain, in Order to eſtabliſh the Con- 


It 


r b ha 9 3 


Many Things relate to Extraordinary Gifts, 11 


It is of great Importance here to recollect, (tho? 
you have artfully contrived, if poſſible, to keep 
your Readers from ſuch a View,) that many Things 
in Scripture, which relate to the Operations of the 
Spirit of Gop on the Mind, nave a Reference to 


thoſe Extraordinary Gifts, which were peculiar to the 
| Apoſtles, and in which we of theſe later Ages have 


no farther Concern, than as the general Know- 


| ledge of them may eſtabliſh our Regard to the 
' Writings of thoſe eminent Servants of Chriſt, who 
were wiſely and graciouſly diſtinguiſhed by their 


Divine Maſter, by ſuch Extraordinary Endowments, 
to fit them for the Extraordinary Office they ſuſtain- 


ed: An Office, by which they were called out to 


plant the Goſpel, amidſt a thouſand Oppoſitions, Diſ- 


couragements, and Dangers, in Countries where it 


was before utterly unknown ; and alſo to draw up 


thoſe important and ſacred Records, by which the 
Knowledge of it was, in the pureſt and moſt com- 
prehenſive Manner, to be communicated to the re. 


moteſt Ages and Nations. It would be quite foreign 
from my Purpoſe, to enter into a nice Enumera- 


tion of their peculiar Gifts and Powers. It plainly 


appears congruous to the general Scheme of Provi. 
dence, ſo far as we can judge of it, that Perſons 


_ deſtined to ſuch a Work ſhould have ſome uncom- 


mon Furniture for it; not only beyond what could 


be expected by Chriſtians in future Ages, when the 
Coſpel was ſettled in the World, and many ordinary 


Helps provided, of which the Church was then deſti- 
tute z_ but alſo beyond what could be pretended to 
by private Chriſtians, or even by ſubordinate Miniſters, 
in thoſe early Days: And accordingly, modeſt and 
humble as the Apoſtles were, we frequently find 
them ſpeaking in their Writings as the authorized 
Embaſſadors of Chrift, who bore unequalled Credentials 
from him; to whoſe Deciſions therefore, both 

ſl B 2 C!)hburches 


— 


12 Theſe were peculiar to the Apoſtolick Age, 
Churches, and their Miniſters were to ſubmit, if they 
would not incur the Guilt of deſpiſing their common 
Lord, 
h _ © --,» It ll on theſe Premiſes therefore be very rea- 
= dily granted to you, that theſe holy Men might, as 
you ſpeak, have many particular Revelations, 
« ſeparately and ſupernaturally imparted to each; 
and that in ſuch a Manner as, while they were 
receiving them, might ſo far ſuperſede the Exer- 
ciſe of Reaſon, as to leave them only to obſerve, #4 
report, and record the Oracles of GOD, delivered | 
to them, as of old to the Prophets, who ſpake as they 
Were immediately moved, or borne on, by the Holy 
Ghoſt *, tho? all the Lord's People had no Warrant to 
expect to be ſo immediately inſtructed and favoured. 
Whatever were the peculiar Signification of be 
Mord of Wiſdom, and the Word of Knowleage, which 
were given to the Apoſtles by the Spirit®, (concerning 
which there has been, and perhaps ſtill may be, 
much Debate,) it is put out of queſtion by many 
evident Paſſages in the New Teſtament, that the 
Apoſtles were divintly affifted in the Interpretation of 
the SacredOracles of the Old, and were alſo favoured 
with ſuch comprehenſive Views of the whole Chri- 
ſtian Scheme, as they could not have learnt by any 
Human Methods of Inveſtigation z or even by the 
perſonal Infiruftions they had received from Chriſt in 
the Days of his Fleſh, who expreſsly referred them 
to the Spirit as the great Teacher, by whom they 
| were to be inſtructed in many Things which, while 
he was with them, they were not able to bear ©. Theſe 
i were ſuch Things, as Eye bad not ſeen, nor Ear beard, ; 
| nueitber had it entered into the Heart of Man to concerve 
| them ; and it is eaſy to imagine, that with ref] 
to theſe, they might very properly ſay, in a Senſe 
me A Peer to themſelves, GOD hath revealed Ow unto 
| us 
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and do not warrant the Authors Aſſertions. 13 

us by bis Spirit, which ſearcheth all Things, even the 
deep Things of GO D: For we have received the Spirit 
which is of GOD, that we might know the Things 
which are freely given us of GOD; which Things 
alſo we ſpeak, in Words which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, 

fo as to be judged by no Man, becauſe we have the 
Mind of Chriſt ©. 3 
Theſe, Sir, were glorious Apeſtolical Prerogatives, 

in the higheſt Senſe which the Words will bear ; 
yet I-cannot but obſerve, that, ſo far as we can 
judge by the New Tefament, the Degree of Inſpi- 
3 ration granted to them would not warrant ſome of 
„thoſe Expreſſions which you uſe, when deſcribing 
that which you ſuppoſe common to every Chriſtian. 
$8 You will find it hard to prove, that all this Convic- 
tion was flaſd' d into their Souls in a Moment; that 
a fniſo d Creed was produced in their Minds at once; 
and that none of them were for a Moment left liable 
to a Poſſibility of Error. I think the contrary is de- 


not their being at length led into all neceſſary Truth, 
and qualified to tranſmit it to us, without any 
Mixture or Alloy of Falſchood, 


The Scripture may alſo, without eſtabliſhing your 

_ peculiar Doctrines on this Head, farther teach, (as 
lam well fatisfied it does,) that the Holy Spirit was 
co continue with the Church in all Ages, even to the 
End of the World; that it was to be his flated Office 
to convince Men of Sin, to direct their believing 
Regards to a Saviour, and to glorify Chrifl, by 
taking of his Things, and ſbewing them*, not only to 
the Apoſtles, but to ſucceeding Believers. It may teach 
us, that, by his Influence, GOD, who commanded the 
Light to fhine out of Darkneſs, ſhines into our Hearts, 
to give the Knowledge of his Glory, as reflected * 
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21 Cor. ii. 9, 10. * Ver. 12, 13, 15, 16. * John xvi. 14. 


monſtrable, even with regard to tbem; tho? I doubt 


14 Thoſe Operations that continue in the Church, 


the Face of his Sons; that he irradiates our Under- 
ſtandings, and ſanctifies our Affections, fo that in 
Conſequence of this, when we commence cordial 
Believers, we are born of the Spirit, The whole 
| Genius of Scripture may lead us, (as Lam fully per- 
ſwaded it does,) chiefly to aſcribe unto his gracious 
Influences, our Underſtanding in Divine Things, as 
well as our Diſpaſition to comply with the Method of 
Salvation which the Goſpel exhibirs, and with the Pre- 
cepts it eſtabliſhes. All this may be granted, may be 
aſſerted, may be contended for, without maintaining 
« a conſtant and ſupernatural Revelation, to be 
« imparted to every Individual, fo as to be the A. 
© ſufficient Origin of Faith,” not only in Neglect of 
the Aids of Reaſon, but « in Oppoſition to them.“ 
There may be all that I have here ſuppoſed, and 
yet there may be no © zrre/tible Light, to flaſh ſuch 


| « a Conviction in a Moment, as to produce a finiſh'd 
Creed at once; fo that from that illuſtrious Era of 


Illumination, . Scripture ſhould be thought unwor- 
thy of a Moment's Attention, and a fanding 
& Miracle produced, which ſhould ſuperſede our 
« Neceſſity of attending to 2be/e which were an- 
„ ciently wrought in Confirmation of the Goſpel.” 
Great Encouragement may be given, in the Ule of 
Rational Means, to hope for the continued Influence = 
of the Spirit to improve our Knowledge; tho? we 
may be, not only for 4 ſingle Moment, but during 


every Moment of our Lives, liable to err in the Circum- 


ſtantials of Religion: Nay, I ſee no Reaſon to 
ground the Claim of our Diſciplſbip, pon any Pre- 
tence at all to aZual Infallibilix. 

. Prove, Sir, if it lies in your Per, the neceſ 
ſary Connection between what I have here acknow- 
ledged, (I think, with moſt other Chriſtians in all 
Ages, and that Part of your Scheme, which I 1 

deny 


do not ſuppreſs the Uſe of Reaſon in Religion. 15 
deny to be by any Means a Conſequence from it. 
For you . muſt eaſily ſee, that theſe controverted 
Branches of it are the only Foundation of that Con- 
clufion, towards which you are all along driving : 
Since upon any other Hypozbefis, but that which 
the extravagant Language I have ſo often repeat- 
ed expreſſes, the humble and diligent Uſe of our 
own Reaſon in Matters of Religion is ſo far from be- 
ing ſuperſeded ;, that on the other Hand, it will (as 
I ſhall preſently ſhew more at large,) appear a moſt 
neceſſary Duty, in Conſequence of this very Promiſe of 
Divine Aſiſtance ; if we would not turn it into an 
ungrateful Inſult on thoſe Natural Methods of In- 

formation, which Providence has given us, and ta 
the Improvement of which the I of we 
were intended to animate W 


Hiviog thus illuſtrated wa ns this gene- ; 
ral Remark, which may be applied to a Multi- 
tude of Texts | in the New Teſtament, which it will 
not by any Means be neceſſary >a to enu- 
merate in this Debate; I now Pcceed, 


Szcondh, To ſhew that. the Scripture ſays many 

Things concerning the Influences of the Spirit, and 
the Per/ons under various Degrees of them, which 

are utterly irreconcileable with Jour "aka of 
them, as ſtated above. * 


And here the ating Thought is, chat the New 
7; lament, (of which we here eſpecially ſpeak,) fre- 
quently ſuppoſes, and expreſsly requires and inſtitutes 
the Uſe of fuch Means, in Perſons under the illu- 
minating and ſanctifying Influences of the Spirit, as 
you ſuppole to be entirely ee dy thoſe In- 

fluences. 
And for the Truth of chis, I appeal to the whole 
Tenor of the Sacred ne, in which you find 
| | ſuch 
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than the very Inſtitution of a Stated Miniſt 
Church. According to Sr. Paul's View: of it, . 
was a great and important Defen 


| 
7 

/ 

. 

' 
IF 
j 
j 
1 
U 


4 . 3 — — 
— Ret Cs es — * 2 


— 23 * ̃ ———— — 2 ——U— 
— — — 


0 — 


16 The Scripture ſtill requires the Uſe of Means, 


fuch Exhortations and Inſtructions given, and fuch Re- 


ards required to them, as muſt certainly prove, 
fo far the Chriſtians to whom they are directed, 
were from ſuch an Extent, and ſuch an Tfallibility 25s 
of Knowledge, as you ſuppoſe inſeparably connected 


with a Clam of Diſcipleſhip, . and neceſſarily to re- 


ſult from the Teachings of their Divine Monitor. 


But it would be tedious and uſeleſs to take up my 


Reader's Time with Particulars : Let him read over 
the Epiſtles to the Corinthians and Galatians in par- 


ticular, with your Principles in his View, and judge 
whether almoſt every Chapter, and in ſome Places 
every Verſe, does not ſtrongly reclaim againſt them. 
Indeed, according to your Repreſentation of the 


Matter, nothing could have been more ſuperfluous, 
in 25 5 


of our ee * 


Redeemer, when after the Triumph of his Aſcenſiun 
he diſtributed the Royal Donative of his Spirit, and 
gave under its Influence, beſides 
and Evangeliſts, Paſtors and Teachers; — 60 
Saints for the Work of the Miniſtry, in Order to the 
gradual Ediſcation 
come, in the Unity 


Apoſtles, Prophets 
perfef? the 


of the Body of Chrift ; till all ſhould 
of the Faith, and of the Knowledpe of 
the Son of GOD; unto a perfett Man, even unto the 


compleat Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs of 
Chriſt, or to the State of a full-grown Chriſtian”, 
Reconcile this, Sir, if you can, with your Scheme of 


their ſhooting up at once, into the full Knowledge of 


every Thing : tri. to Religion, into adtual Infal- 
libility, and ſuch a glorious Independency on all the 


Methods of Human Infirudtion. 
| The Comtrariety of this to the whole Scheme and 


Tenor of Scripture is ſo Plain, that I Thal add on 


| this 


— Eph, iv, 11, 12, 13. . 


and that, even in thoſe that are Teachers. 17 
this Head only one Remark farther, as a Specimen 
of many more which might fill a Volume: I mean, 
that ſuch Aivices are given even to thoſe, who were 
appointed the Teachers of others, and conſequently 
muſt be ſuppoſed to have a peculiar Share of Divine 
and Supernatural Illumination; whereas, on your Hy- 
pothgfis, they would have been unneceſſary, even to the 
leuſt and meaneſt of their Charge. Thus, when 
Paul takes his Leave of the Elders at Epheſus, he 
ſolemnly conmends them to the Word of GOD's Grace, 
as what was able to build them up*, And in Terms 
yet leſs liable to Objection, when writing to Timothy, 
(tho', as an Evangeliſt, ſuperior by far to the Claſs 
of Ordinary Miniſters, and endowed with Miraculous 
Gifts nearly approaching thoſe of the Apoſtolick Of 
fice,) he charges him, in his Firſt Epiſtle, to give At- 
tendance to Reading, and to Meditate on the Divine 
Things he had learnt*: And yet more expreſsly in 
his Second Epiſtle, as Timothy from a Child had known 
the Holy Scriptures, which the Apoſtle teſtifies, were 

alle to make him wiſe to Salvation, thro* Faith in Chriſt. 
Jeſus, he ſolemnly charges him to continue in the 
Things which he bad learned!; that is, no doubt, in 
the Study of theſe Scriptures, as well- as of thoſe 
Inſtructions he had received from Paul; each of 
which would, according ta you, have been equally 
ſuperſeded. And then, inſtead of talking of Ma- 
& muſcript Authorities, and Paper Revelations, the 
«« ſuſpicious Repoſitories of Human Teſtimony, in 
&« which to a Man illuminated from above, there 
could be nothing of Conſequence enough to 
engage a Moment's Attention,” (your own never 
to be forgotten Words, } the Apgfile cloſes the Period 
with this remarkable Teſtimony z Al Scripture (or 
the whole Scripture) is given by Inſpiration of GOD, and 
is profitable for DOCTRINE, as well as for Re- 
5 5 Proof, 


: : Acts xx 32 * 1 Tim. iv. 13, 15, ! 2 Tim. iii. 14, 15. 
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8 Ne gn of the Illuminating Influences of the 
Spirit, (which are now chiefly in Queſtion 3) and I 


out the Aſſiſtance and Incumbrance of thoſe Tech- 


_ duced z and which, how profitable ſoever many of 
them may be, cannot I ſuppoſe ſeem abſolutely 
_ neceſſary, to any who regard the Scripture as a com- 
5 * Rule. 


erciſe of their Intellectual Faculties, and one way or 
another communicates to them all the Knowledge of 


. Men zo know in this fallen State, in Order to their 
N and final Happineſs, which * could 


18 The Scripture- Dekirine of the Spirit's Agency, 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteoufneſs ; 


that the Man of GOD, i. e. not only the Chriſtian, 
but the Miniſter, the Evangeliſt, the Apoſtle, may be 


And thus; Sir, by the Review of theſe Paſtors, 
in Compatiſon with a Multitude more which might 
eaſily be added to them, we are taught the true 


ſhall endeavour in a few Words to propoſe it, with- 


nical Phraſes, which Modern Divines have intro- 


; Now I 1 the Subſtance of it to be this. 
GOD i is the great Father of Lights, the Author of 
all the Underſtanding divided among the various 

Ranks of Created ef z who, as he at firſt form- 
ed the Minds of Angels and Mex, continues the Ex- 


every Kind, which they poſſeſs *, But whereas 
there were certain Points, which it wat neceſſary tor 


not 
= 2 Tim. iti, 16, 17. 175 


In this view, all our Knowledge of every Kind may be cal- 
led a Revelation from GOD, and be aſcribed, as it is by Elibu, to 
the Inſpiration of the Almighty : (lob xxxii. 8.)_But the Words 

 REvELATIoON and InsP1RaTION are ſo generally uſed in a 

much ſtricter Senſe, and with Reference to a miraculous Divine 
Fnter;ofition to communicate Knoxw/edge, not attainable, or to be 
expecied, in a Natural Way, that I think it firreft commonly 20 
confine theſe Words to thay more | 58 and elevated ne 
tom 
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The Undenſtanding is aſſiſted by bim. 19 


not poſſibly have diſcovered by the moſt accurate 
and denk. Uſe of their Natural Faculties; GOD 
was pleaſed by his Holy Spirit, in a Manner which 
we cannot particularly explain, to reveal them to the 
Apoſtles; and after having furniſhed them with ſuf- 
ficient Creaentials, to prove, to all impartial En- 


quirers, that the artraordinary Dettrines they taughr, 


were not the Reveries of an heated Imagination, 
but indeed  Inftrufions from Heaven, he directed 
theſe Apoſtles, by an extraordinary Influence on their 
Minds, to Pf the Hiftory of ſuch Fatis, and to 
write ſuch Inſiruftions to the Churches with whom 
they were immediately concerned, as ſhould ha 


pily contain an exact, unaffected, and full Repre- 
YZ ſentation of the genuine Chriſtian Doctrine, as well 

as of the Manner of its being iniroduced into the 
World, and eftablifbed in it. This grand Deſgn is ſo 
happily executed, that I doubt not, but every Per- 
fon of common Capacity might, on Reading the 
New Teſtament, underſtand, by the mere Uſe of his 
| Natural Faculties, what the Inflitutions of Chriſt are; 
as well as he might underſtand he of Solon or Ly- 


curgus, by reading the Writings of Xenophon, Plu- 


tarch, or any other ancient Hiſtorian. 


But 1 further apprehend, that as the Goſpel was a 
Scheme, in which the Divine Glory and the Salvatior, 
of Men were fo intimately concerned, the Spirit of 
GOD, which had in a more im rfect Degree ope- 
rated on Mens Minds under x i e Moſaick Diſderſe. 


lion, to aſſiſt their Underſiandings in apprehending 


the Senſe of the Sacred Oracles, and to affect their 
Hearts in Conformity to their practical Deſign, did, 


and does, in a yet more abundant Manner, intereſt 


himſelf in the Preſervation and Efficacy of this 
nobler Inftitution, in the firſt Eſtabliſhment of which 


he had ſo illuſtrious a Part. 


There 1s Reaſon to think, that in the earlieſt 
Age bis Interpoſition, m_ in thoſe who were not 
WY the 
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20 His Agency at firſt was more ſenſible than now); 


the Original Depoſitaries of this Revelation, might 


be more ſenſible and remarkable, than now. It 


ſeems very congruous to the Nature and Cir- 
cumſtances of Things, fo far as we can judge 


of them, (for I take not upon me abſolutely to 


aſſert it,) that among the other miraculous Gifts ; 
beſtowed by the Apaftles on the firf# Miniſters, 
whom they ſettled in new formed Churches, ſore 
of them might immediately relate to the Under- 
fdlanding and Memory of the Perſons ſo ordained; in 
| Conſequence of which they ſhould, for the Benefit 
of the Flocts reſpectively committed to their Care, 
more readily apprehend, and more exactly retain, 
what the ApoFles taught them, than in the mere 
Strength of their Natural Faculties they could have =] 
done. bp 1 
det as the Spirit was to bh with the Church als 
"ways, and all true Chrifians are, agreeably to that 
Promiſe, repreſented as born of the Spirit, as led by 
it, and, by Virtue of its Operations, as one with 
_ Chrif, it ſeems to me apparent, that 1% confine bis 
Operations to the miraculous Gifts and Powers of thoſe 
early Ages, is in a great Meaſure zo ſubvert Chriftia- | 
nity, or at leaſt to rob it of its greateſt Glory, and 


its Profeſſors. of their nobleſt Support and Encou: 
ragement. But, if we grant his continued Influence 


on the Minds of Christians in any Degree, as we 


cannot ſuppoſe 1t to be a blind and irrational Im- 


pulſe, urging us to what we ſee no juſt Reaſon to 
- purſue, it is very analogous to the Reaſon of Things 
to ſuppoſe, that he operazes upon our Underſtandings, 
as well as on the other Faculties of the Soul. 


We readily allow, that the Manner of theſe Operas 


tions cannot be clearly and fulty expreſs'd, as * 


can we explain that of Senſation or Memory. 
this Ignorance of the particular Manner does _ 


as one would imagine ſome apprehended, leave Men 
at e to yu, at Random, whatever they 


pleaſe 
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yet he hit acts, tho not in a miraculous Way, 21 
pleaſe about it. We may reaſanably conclude, 


that it is not the Rated Office of the Divine Spirit to 


reveal New Dotrints, which the Scripture does not 
teach ; for if it were, -GOD. would undoubtedly, as 


when he formerly added/to prior Revelations given 
to his Church, furniſh the Perſons to whom ſuch 


Diſcoveries were made, with proper Credentials to 
authorize their Report : And if this cannot be pro- 
ved, it ought not be aſſerted, Nor can we imagine 
it bis Office, to reveal, by an immediate Suggeſtion, the 


Dofrines already delivered in Scripture, to thoſe 
who may have daily Opportunities of learning 
them from thence, My Firſt Letter proved, that 


there is in the Nature of Things no Neceſſity for this, 
ſince the Truth of the Revelation may to ſuch be 


known without it; and to tay, that where that 


Truth in general is known, there is a Neceſſity of ſuch 


| a Revelation of particular Doctrines, in Order to their 
being underſtood, is making a fad-Compliment to 
the written Word of Gop, and is indeed making it 

quite an inſignificant and uſeleſs Thing. If any 


ſuch Fadis can be produced, let the Evidence of 
them be laid before the World, and all due Re- 


gard ſhall be paid to them; but in Theory it ſeems 
improbable, becauſe ſo plainly unneceſſary, that Gop 


ſhould do that in a miraculous, which he has ſo 


-amply provided for in an ordinary Way. Of this 
at leaſt I may be very confident, that he hath 


never given any Encouragement, either in the Od 
Teftament, or the New, which ſhould lead Men to 

expect and hope, that he ſhould thus come, and 
whiſper in their Ear, by immediate Inſpiration, the 


Truths and Dofrines which he ſpeaks aloud in bis 


Ford, and which they will neither read nor hear 
there. I think a Man might as well expect, that 
if, -when-entring on a Courſe of Study, he were to 


Fu out his own Eyes, Gop ſhould, by Miracle, give 
him dhe compleat and orderly Idea of all the 
P 1 


Characters 


a+ 


22 There may be a real Operation of the Spirit, 
Characters of _ which he 1 otherwiſe 
have read “. 
Far be it from me in the mean'time to deny, 
that GOD may, by an extraordinary Agency, render 


Mens Faculties more capable of Apprebenſion, where ? 
Divine N are concerned, than they might 
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mil otherwiſe be. He may, no doubt, do it: He 
1 may alſo awaken 4 dormant Idea, which lay neg- 
"18 lected in the Memory, with unuſual Energy ; he 
wo may ſecretly attract the more attentive Regard of the 
14 A, Mind to it; and give a Man both an Inclination, 
and an Ability of tracing its various Relations, 
|. with an unuſual Attention, ſo that a Luftre before 
. _ unknown -ſhall be (as it were) poured upon 
165 it; while in the mean time Prejudices, which ren- 
a dered the Mind indiſpoſed for the Search, or Ad- 
10 miſſion and Acknowledgment of Truth, - may be 
lh ſpended, and even by imperceptible Degrees diſ- 
MR  Fipated. In all theſe Particulars, there may be 4 
\, real Operation of the Spirit of GOD upon Mens 
1p Minds, under which they may not themſelves be 
1604 conſcious of any Thing at all extraordinary, tho? 
itt be indeed ſo, You well know, Sir, that in the 
19 Matural World, the Divine Agency accompliſhes all 
Wt by Second Cauſes, and yet in ſuch a Manner, that 
14 hiding itſelf (as it were) behind them, it is ſeldom 
14 taken Notice of: According to that fine Expreſſioh 
604 df Mr. Tbomſon, | | 
1 Alone HE works in all yet HE alone 
IR Seems not to work, —— 85 9 
. ET 8 vi 


1 ] muſt intreat the Reader to obſerve, that I do, in the 
following Paragraph, ſpeak chiefly of ſuch Influences of the 
Spirit, as I apprehend, in ſome Degree, common to all real and 

| fincere Chriftiensz allowing there are Caſes.of a very peculiar | 

and dif::ngurhed Nature, in which GOD goes out of his uſual 
Methods, both of . and Grace, to reclaim, renew, and 
enlighten ſome very great Sinners, in a Manner which no Man 
living has any Warrant to expect. See my Ser ment on * 
allen, Serm. VIII. pag. 263, 264. 


where we do not ſee any Thing extraordinary. 23 


As Cbriſtians we muſt believe, that Angels are 
employed for our Preſervation from Day to Day ; 
yet I ſuppoſe we generally paſs through Life, with- 
out being able to fix on any one Circumſtance con- 
cerning which we can aſſuredly ſay, *<* This was 
the Effect of Angelick Interpoition.” And thus 
may there be a real Operation of the Holy Spirit 
upon the Mind, to render it more fuſceptible, or 

more tenacious of Divine Knowledge; while all 

ſeems to be done by the Regular Exerciſe of the 

Human Faculties, in Concurrence with which Gop 
works. And in Conſequence of this, à Divine 
' Truth ſo learnt may not, and will not, be conſider- 
ed, as an immediate Revelation from GOD, nor be 
aſſented to as on the Credit of bi Operation; but 
as on the Evidence of Reaſon or Scripture, which 


5 the Mind under this Guidance is enabled to 1 


diſcern. og eg ae ade iv. 
And on this Head I deſire it may be remembered, 
(for it is too evident to be diſputed, ) that our Obliga- 
tion to attend to any particular Notice, which GOD 
has given us either of Truth or Duty, does not de- 
pend on its being @ Notice given us in this, or that 
diſtinguiſbing Way, whether Natural, or Supernatural; 
but upon that which is common to all Kind of 
Notices from GOD as ſuch, Nor does our Obliga- 
tion to follow any god Inclination, which ariſes in 
our Mind, depend upon its being naturally or fuperna- 
turally produced, but ſimply, or at Jeaſt chiefly, 

upon the Evidence we have of its being Good. Nay, 
I] will venture to fay, (on this Foundation, ) that it 
ſeems to me, that extraordinary Diviue Influences, im- 
parted in this 7mperceftitle Na, are much more 
fuitable to the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of the adora- 
ble Being, from whom they come; as they much 
better agree with a State of Pal, and with the 
general Scheme of conducting us &y Faich rather 
bas” than 


24 The Scripture aſcribes it to the Spirit, 
than Sight : As it likewiſe does, that Angels and 
Devils ſhould be invijſbie to Human Eyes. 


On the whole, therefore, comparing one Part of 
this Account with the other, when our Minds 
have been deeply impreſſed with Divine Truths, when 
we have been awakened diligently to attend to 
them, ſtudying the Scripture not merely as Matter 
of Curioſity, but with a ſerious Deſire of learning 
| how the Favour of Gop is to be obtained; when 
we have felt our Hearts ſtrongly impreſſed with 
good Affections; when we have been animated 
an inward Vigour, much better felt than deſcribed, to 
vanquiſh ſtrong Temptations, and with Patience and 
Reſolution to diſcharge our Duty in the midſt of 
Difficulty and Diſcouragement; I think, the whole - 
Tenor of Scripture directs us to aſcribe this, not 
only to the Goodneſs of Providence, in making us 
Rational Creatures, and making us acquainted with 
the excellent Revelation of Truth and Duty contained 
in Scripture ; but alſo to the ſecret and gracious In. 
fluences of the Holy Spirit on our Hearts, in Con- 
currence with thoſe other Advantages. And it 
ſeems to me quite trifling, to amuſe our ſelves with 
nice Speculations, where Nature ends, and where 
Grace begins, or what Specifick Difference there is be- 
tween the Knowledge we obtain trom each, while 
their Operation is united, Should a Number of 
 Mechanicks, to whom their Maſter had allowed 
Two Candles for their Work, inſtead of purſuing 
their Buſineſs, ſer themſelves curiouſly to obſerve 
the Difference between their Size and Materials, (if 
ſuch Difference there were ;) and in Conſequence of 
thoſe Obſervations to diſpute, whether in the Com- 
pound Light of both they could aiftinguiſh the Rays 
of each, by any peculiar Purity and Lyftre ap- 
prehended in the one, rather than the other ; 
we ſhould certainly think them very zdly em- 


Ployed, 


and does not-enceuraze nice Speculations. 25 


Floyed, and their Maſter would give them very 
little Thanks for ſo ill-judged a Curiofty On the 
like Principle, I freely acknowledge, it has often 
grieved me to the Heart to obſerve, how many 
Volumes of Polemical Diviniiy have been written on 
Queſtions, which neither need, nor admit Determina- 
tion, on this Topick, as well as others. 
But it is much for the Honour of Scripture, that it 
meddles not with theſe Niceties, It lays down the 
general Principles I have mentioned: It exhorts 
Men to take all proper Meaſures, to obtain the 
| Knowledge of Divine Things, by Reading, by Me. 
ditalion, i. e. undoubtedly. by the Exerciſe of their 
Rational Faculties, which it expreſſes by being Men 
in Underſtanding® : And it farther directs, that all 
theſe Purſuits ſhould be undertaken, and carried 
on, in an humble Dependance on 60D, who 
giveth Wiſdom, and out of whoſe Mouth cometh Know-. 
ledge and Underſtanding *, He begins the good Work 
in us, he carries it on until the Day of the Lord”, 
and worketh in us both to will and to do %, Under 
theſe Influences, we aſcribe unto GOD the Glory of 
every Intellectual, Moral, and Spiritual Attain- 
ment, humbling our ſelves before him, that theſe 
Attainments have been no greater; which they un- 
doubtedly might have been, in Conſequence of a 
more diligent Uſe of the Means and Opportuni- 
ties, which he has afforded, and to the faithful Im- 
provement of which he has given, and limited, 
his Promiſes of farther Supernatural Aiſtances; though 
I am very far from ſaying, they are imparted only. 
o ſuch, as might on lll es have: An by 
Claim to them. 


This, Sir, I really. 3 to * the 8 
Daanne 0 of Nees n, aud wandedlenn of the 
35 D MITES Tie | t 1 
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themſelves ſufficic nt to Juboert and overthrow it. 


26 The Author gives a different Account, 
Spirit's Office in Illuminating. the Mind: But you 


eafily ſaw that this, inſtead of eſtabliſhing what 


you teach of throwing aſide the Exerciſe of Reaſon | 
in Religion, would utterly have overthrown it, and 
would (as I obſerved above,) have made the di- 
hgent Uſe of hat Reaſon, in Concurrence with 


humble Prayer and the Uſe of proper Means of 
Information, the only Way in which we could war- 


rantably have expected ſuch enlightning and ſancti- 


fying Influences. You therefore have thought fit 
to give another 
rectly contrary to what I have ſtated above; and 
you have attempted to prove it by many remark- 
| able Paſſages of the New Teſtament. 


Repreſentation of the Matter, di- 


Now I really apprehend, and own, whatever 


you might intend by this Argumentation, that if 
theſe Scriptures are rightly 


applied, and will eſtabliſh 
the Purpoſe for which you bring them, Chriſtianity 


is overthrown z and all I have been ſaying, in this 
Part of my Letter, muſt prejudice, rather than 


ſupport it: Since if your Repreſentations are juſt, it 


teaches a Dofrine, not only abſurd in Theory, and 
| falſe in Fal, but allo ſeif-comradiftory; and con- 
- trives to render entirely vain and in/gnificant all thoſe. 


grand Preparations, which it deſcribes as made for 
reaching the Goſpel in a Natural Way, and the 
_ prudent Uſe of which it ſo warmly inculcates, in a 
ns of other Paſſages. And therefore, 5 


| Thirdly, 1 ſhall conſider in this View what you 

| alledge from Scripture upon this Head ; which 1 
. ſhall handle as an Ohjection, drawn from the ſuppo- 
ſed abſurd and contradiftory Repreſentation of the 
DO of the Spirit's Influence in certain Paſſages of 
and ſhew, that zhofſe Texts on which you build 
1 Hypotheſis, will none of them, if fairly inter- 


preted, ſupport it, and ſeveral of them are in 


"Now 


and only aims at ſomething plauſible. 27 


Now here, Sir, it ſeems proper to obſerve to 
the Reader, that you have no where manſballed your 


Arguments on this Head; perhaps conſcious, that 


they would make but an indifferent Figure, when 
profeſſedly brought together. You chuſe rather 
to boaſt, that they are many and great, than par- 


ticularly to ſhew us what they are : And therefore 


after lightly mentioning a few Texts in your 561 


Page, which I ſhall preſently examine, you gallant- 
ly ſay. It were endleſs to recount all the innume- 
46 rable Paſſages, throughout the whole Scripture, 
„ that concur in aſcertaining this:“ And then 
you intermingle the Mention of ſeveral other Texts, 
with the Courſe of your Declamation on this Sub- 
ject; not canvaſſing the Senſe or Connection of them, 
nor ſeeming to attend to any thing more than the 


Sound: For which in the 105th Page you make a ge- 


neral, and, I think, remarkable Apology. 4+ That 
«© in the Haſte of your Zeal you may have laid 
«© yourſelf open unguardedly enough, if the Thing 


„ were to be examined according to the Rules of 


66 tritt Criticiſm : But that it is enough for your 
„ Deſign, if the main Drift and Scope of your 


* Argument may be allowed to be, upon the whole, 
6 maintained only with ſome tolerable Degree of 


„ Propriety, ſo as 1 carry juſt the Face of ſome- 


« thing playſfible and conſiſtent.” 


| Your Joung Friend, in his Reply, has touched upon 


this exir ry Paſſage of yours, in ſo handſome a 
Manner, as to render it leſs neceſſary for me to 


inſiſt upon it. I am very ready to make you all 


the Acknowledgments, which ſuch a frank Con- 
faſion of your own Uncertainty, on a Point which 
you have ſo often confidently aſſerted, can be ſup- 
poſed to merit. But really, Sir, I cannot agree 
with you, that a Critical Puniuality is not at all 
% material to the Purpoſe in hand.” If fo deſpe- 
| D 2 rate 


28 The Subject requires a Critical Exattneſs. 
rate a Charge be advanced againſt the Goſpel, as 
that it reaches the monſtrous Doctrine, which I have 
from your own Letter repreſented above, I am ſure | 
it ou ht to be proved in the moſt convincing Manner, 
with ſuch a Critical Puniuality as ſhall make it ap- 
parent, not only that ſome Paſſages in it may poſſibly 
admit of ſuch a Senſe, but that zbo/e on which 
you lay the main Streſs of your Argument, cannot 
with any tolerable Propriety bear any other. And if, 
when both the Interpretations were propoſed, there 
. were ſome Degree of Probability in Favour of yours, 
which I am perſwaded will never in any one In- 
{tance be the Cale ; it would remain farther to be 
examined, whether that Preponderancy of Proba 
bility were ſufficient to counterballance all the Ar 
guments in Favour of Chriſtianity, which muſt other- 
_ wiſe be given up as abſurd. But this /aft Conſidera- 
tion, which I mention chiefly on Account of its 
great Weight in every Ohjection againſt the Goſpel, 
and becaule it ſeems to be ſo often forgot, need not 
be inſiſted upon here; as I believe the Reader will 
eaſily perceive, when the Particulars are examined. 
I have therefore given my ſelf the Trouble of 
collecting your Proofs, as carefully as I can; and 
when I have placed them in what I apprehend 
their moſt natural Order, I ſhall conſider them par- 
ticularly: And fo much the rather, as ſeveral of 
the Texts muſt be acknowledged to have ſome Dif- 
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Fculty attending them, and I apprehend the Exa- 
ination of them may be agreeable and uſeful to 
many of my Readers; though it be fo unneceſſary 
with Regard to your ſelf, who it ſeems meant no- 
thing more, than to amuſe the World with what 
might carry juſt the Fuce of ſometbing plauſible- A 
Trial of Skill, which on ſo weighty a Subject 
might well have been ſpared, and which may per- 
hips on the Sequel be found, what Attempts on 
Scripture generally are, rolling a Stone which may 


c a RA 


Account of the Proofs the Author has cited. 29 


return upon the Mover, and may prove far more 


hes 6 than was at firſt Rn. 


| Now here, that we may proceed in ſomething 
of Method, I will range the Texts you have been 
pleaſed to produce, (either as containing your 


S Doctrine, or as referring to it,) in ſuch an Order, 


as I imagine may give the beſt Varniſh to the Con- 
clyfion you would infer from them; at the ſame 


time mentioning the Page in which you cite them, 
that the Reader may be fully ſatisfied, they are 
ſuch as you have thought fit to mention, how need- 


leſs, and how unfortunate ſoever to your Cauſe, 


3 the Mention of ſome of them may appear. 


In different Places therefore you think proper to 
remind us, that our Lord himſelf taught, that no 
Man could come unto him, unleſs it were given him by 
the Father ; (pag. 57.) and promiſeth he Spirit, who 


was 170 70% of bim, and to lead his Followers ino 
all Truth : ( Bid.) That accordingly the Apoſtles de- 


clare, that Faith is the Gift of GOD ; (ibid.) and that 
be who believeth, hath the Witneſs in himſelf ; (pag. 56.) 
which is fo neceſſary in Order to Faith, that 20 
Nan can fay that Feſus is the Lord, but by the Holy 


bot; (ibid.) for the Natural Man receiveth not the 


Things of the Spirit of GOD, for they are Fooliſhneſs 
unto. him; neither can he know them, becauſe they are 


ſpiritually diſcerned, (pag. 103.) even by that Spiritual 


Man, who judges all Things, while be himſelf is judged 
of none: To him is made known thar Internal Word, 

which is in his Mouth, and in bis Heart, ſo that he 
need not fay, Who "ſhall aſcend into Heaven, or who 


fall deſcend into the Deep] (pag. 79, 80.) In Re- 


ference to this therefore, be who believeth not, 


mates GOD a Har. (Pag. 54.) Without granting 


this, you tell us, we can never account for the Apo- 
Ales pronouncing an Anathema on himſelf- or an Angel 
from Heaven, who . preach 4 contrary Dofrine, 

(bag. 11.) 
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30 The Texts be alledges, not to bis Purpoſe, 

pag. 11.) or for his exhorting Cbriſtians to be alt 
of one Mind, and to think and peak the ſame Thing, 
which without ſuch an infallible univerſal Tea- 


cher would be quite impoſſible. (Pag. 65.) With 
Reference alſo to this Teaching we are exhorted 


to become as little Children, that we may enter into the 


Kingdom of G0 D; which you ſeem to underſtand 
as a Command to lay aſide our Reaſon wherever 
Religion is concerned: (Pag. 75.) In which Senſe, it 


35 1 every high Thing, i. e. every Argument, is to 
be captivated to the Obedience of Chriſt. (Pag. 84.) 
And finally, that if Faith were built upon any other 
Foundation, it would be utterly abſurd to pray for 
ts Increaſe ;,. (pag. 10.) and that Infant-Baptiſm, here 
taken for granted to be a Divine Inſtitution, would 
on any other Scheme be wnjufifiable and unintelli. 
gible. (Pag. 69.) Theſe, Sir, are (fo far as I can 
Find, ) the grand Foundations, on which you build 
the Doctrine 1 am now oppoſing ; but how pre- 
cariouſly, I queſtion not many will ee from read- 
ing the Enumeration J have given in this Connecti- 
on, which is hat I would have choſen for them, if 


they had been in this View my wn Arguments, Ne- 


ae for the Reaſons given e we will 


diſcus them a little more Fe. 


That we may remember what we are e about, 1 


muſt intreat my Reader to recollect, that if the 


Texts above anſwer your Purpoſe, they muſt prove 
an immediate Revelation of the whole Syſtem of Ghri- 
Jiani to every particular Chriſtian, in ſuch a 
Manner, as to make it unneceſſary for him to en- 
quire into any other Evidence from Reaſon or 
Scripture, to evince the Truth of the Goſpel in gene. 
ral, or of any Branch of it which might be PrOper 

ſed to his Examination. 
Having premiſed this, I haps to make it appear, 
on the Review,thar ſeme of the Texts in x 
| | 9 


1 
Faith is the Giſt of GOD. T 
doo not refer to any Revelation of Truth at all that 
others were peculiar to the Apoſiles z—and that no one 
of them will anfever your Purpoſe ; becauſe there is 
none but what may be fairly interpreted, in an 
important and uſeful Senſe, far ſhort of what you 
would give it. I think, every one of the Texts will 
fall under one or another of theſe Three Claſſes. And 
here, as I aim not at puzzling the Cauſe, but at 
ftating the Truth in a fair Light, I ſhall at once 
| allow you every where, as much as I do in my 
Conſcience think ought ro be allowed to each Paſſage 
in Queſtion ; though I am very well aware, (as 
you may perhaps learn from ſome other Hand,) 
that a great many Things might be ſaid to render 


ſome Things dubious, which in the Courſe of _ 
| r I am | ready to Nn you. 


When our Lord * us, No Man can come 3 
bum, except it be given bim of the Father”, and the 
Apoſtle teſtifies, that Faith is the Gift of GOD ";z 18 
may indeed imply, that any one, who 1s brought 
cordially ro believe the Goſpel, and to apply to Chriſt 
for Salvation, according to the Scheme laid down 
in it, has Reaſon to aſcribe it, not only to the 
Divine Goodneſs in granting him a Revelation of the 
great Truths of our Religion, but alſo to the ſecret 
Influence of Divine Grace upon his Heart; fo fixing 
his Attention to thoſe Truths, and fo affecting his 
Soul with them, as effectually to produce that cor- 
| dial Conſent to the Terms of the Chriſtian Covendnt, 
| which 1s often in Scripture expreſſed by believing, or 
by coming to Cbri. And how whe Thouſands 
will gladly acknowledge the Reality of ſuch an In- 
fuence on their Minds, who pretend to no immedi- 


5 ate Revelation, and who embrace the Goſpel, becauſe 
ney re 0 Rational — wel it, as s they — 
1 Ba Pechend 


32 The Spirit ſhould teſtiſy of Chrift. 
prehend ſufficient to convince every impartial Em 
quirer 3 an Evidence, within the Reach of all, who 
live in a Chriſtian Country; nay, actually attained 
by many, wbo, clearly as their Underſtandings are 
convinced, feel nothing of the Huh of theſe 
Truths on their Hearts ! 1 4 


Again, Our Lord pronounces, that the Spirit 
ſhould teftify of him * : But you will pleaſe to recol- 
lect, that ibis Promiſe was immediately addreſſed to 
the Apoſtles ; and that it would have had an im- 

rtant Meaning, if it had only referr'd to thoſe 

| Miraculous Worts, by which the Spirit confirmed 
that glorious and conyincing Teſtimony, which the 
Apoſtles bore to the Truth of the Goſpel. A Pro- 
miſe to them, to guide them into all Truth u, might 
alſo be peculiar to the extraordinary Office which they 
ſuſtain'd, in Order to the Execution of which it 
was neceſſary, that theſe Things thould be taught them 
by an immediate and perſonal Revelation, which 
Thouſands more might receive, without any ſuch. 
Revelation, from their Lips, or their Writings, So. 
that, if ſuch an immediale Revelation to every Cbri- 
tian in all Ages cannot be proved from ſome other 
Argument, it is certain that the Mention of bis 
Scripture will prove nothing to the bunte and St. 
Paul's Queſtion, Are all Apoſtles u? will be a ſuffici- 
ent er to the Allegation of it on this Occaſion. 


6 


en ſeems. indeed, much more to your Parpals, 
that the Apoſtle John, when writing to a Commu- 

nity of Cbriſtians, ſpeaks in Language bearing 
ſome Reſemblance to this of our Lord, to him and 
his Brethren in that illuſtrious Office; particularly 

where it is ſaid, that h dub believes, bath. the Wil. 
neſs. in bimſelf -; and that zhey had. an Uuction from, 

the Holy One, and knew all „ Y, "= will nei- 

| ther 


: John XV. 26. C « fohn 3 xvi. 15 REG 1 Cor. x xii, 29. 34 John 
v. 10. Ji John ii. 20. 


The Believer has the Witneſs in himſelf. 33 
ther of theſe Expreſſions, which are ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt uſed in the whole New Teſtament with Re- 
ference to this Potnt, by any Means anſwer the 
Purpoſe for which you produce them. 

The Believer may ſurely be ſaid to have the Wit- 
neſs within himſelf, as his perſonal Experience of the 
Power of the Goſpel on his own Heart affords him 
a noble Internal Evidence of its Truth, This is the 
Interpretation, which Dy. Watts has at large given 
of this Text, in his excellent Sermons upon it; and 
what I have ſaid in my Firſt Letter may, I hope, 
do ſomething towards ſetting it in its juſt Light, 
And though I acknowledge, that it is a very 
poſſible Caſe, that ſome Chriſtians may be favoured 
by Gop with uncommon Operations on their Souls, in 
Conſequence of which the Evidence of their own 
fincere Piety may, in an extraordinary Manner, 
be clear d up, and their Dejection and Diſtreſs of 
Spirit remov' d; yet I apprehend, that given above 
is the only Senſe | in which it can be aniverſally aſſert- 
ed concerning every Believer, that he has ſuch a Mit- 
neſs within himſelf : As if it had been ſaid, The true 
Chriſtian, in what ever State or Circumſtance, has 
a Work within, which, were it to be attentively 
ſurveyed in its proper Light, would appear a glo- 
rious Evidence of the Divine Authority of the Goſpel, 
by Means. of which it was produced. And as this 
ts "the Work of the Spirit of GOD upon the Chri Ni- 
ans Heart, it is an Un#ion from the Holy One, in 
Conſequence of which he knows all Things : Not ab. 
 folutely, fo as to be omniſcient, which I think you do 
not your ſelf pretend to be the Senſe of the Phraſe; 
but be knows, (according to that lax Senſe, in 
which the Word ALL is frequently uſed,) what- 
ever is abſolutely neceſſaty for him 10 know, in Order 
to his Salvation and Happineſs, which is to him ad 
in all: He knows many great and glorious Things, 
wo which all who reject 1 remain i 
| an 
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34 He has an Holy Unt ion, and knows all Things, 


and which zboſe, who, though they profeſs it, yet do 


not cordially believe it, know but in a very lifeleſs 
and unaffecting Manner, ſo that it hardly deſerves 
to be called Knowledge, In Conſequence of this, 
the happy Perſons ſpoken of above need not that 
any ſhould teach them, i. e. they need not to be 


taught over again zhoſe great Leſſons, which to 
the Reſt of the World are the molt neceſſary of all 
others, and ſuch as the Apgſtle had been laying 


down above, that Feſus is the Chriſt, and that Gop 
bath promiſed us eternal Life in him a. Yet it was ne- 


ceſſary, in the ordinary Method of Divine Proceed- 
ing, that, previous to this Anointing, they ſhould be 
taught theſe Things by Human Methods of In- 
ſtruction, as S. Paul argues; How ſhall they believe 
in him, of whom they have not heard? and how ſhall 
they hear without a Preacher b? Nay, it is plain from 
bother Paſſages in bis Epiſtle, that the Apoſtle Jobn 
thought other Leſſons might be uſeful to them, 


though this Union of the Spirit had been poured 


out upon them, and had effectually taught them 
408, 


I now come to her Text of the Avoſtle Paul, 


which you mention immediately after laying down 


the Propofition of your Third Part, as if it were in 
ſo many Words 4 Demonſtration of your Doftrine, 
and call it one plain Word, by which it is fully 
« ſet forth,” that no Man can lay, TFefus is the Lord, 


but by the Holy Ghoſt e. Bat here, Sir, I ſuppoſe 


you will not maintain, that bis Text means to aſ- 


ſert, that it is 7mpoſible for any Man, without ſome 


ſpecial Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, to utter theſe 
Words, Feſus is the Meſſiah ; or even that it is in- 


Poſſible, without an immediate. Revelation of the Truth 


+ n to make an mans Profe Non of 
the 


1 John ii. 27. 2 Ver, 22, 25, > Rom. x. 14. 21 Cor. al. 3. 


None calls Feſus Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 3 5 


the Chriſtian Faith, Common Senſe therefore, and 
common Juſtice will require, that they be taken 
in a qualified Interpretation of them. And I think, 


the Deſign and Meaning of them may beſt be 


fixed by conſulting the Context: A Task, which in 
this, and every other Place, ſeems too great a 
Drudgery for ſuch a ſprightly and free Genius as 
yours; and yet, Sir, quite neceſſary to every Man, that 
thinks it worth his Care not to ſpeak at all Adventures 
when he quotes Scripture, and eſpecially (as one 


would imagine) important, where a Text is intro- 


duced with ſuch a grand Parade. 
The Apoſtle, in the Chapter referred to, is len 


diſcourſing on the Subject of Spiritual Giſis, or 
ſome extraordinary Operations of the Holy Ghoſt in the 
primitive Church, concerning which the State of 


Things at Corinth made it neceſſary that he ſhould 


give ſome Directions. Now he lays down this as 
a Preliminary, that there was no Reaſon to appre- 
hend, that any but Chriſtians had any Room to pre- 


tend they were under ſuch Operations; and on the 


other Hand, that every true Chriſtian, whether he 
were, or were not diſtinguiſhed by his Miraculous 
Gifts, had however felt the Power and Operation of 
the Spirit of GOD on his Heart. And this I take 
to be the genera] Senſe of the 3d Verſe, on which 


you lay ſo great a Streſs: No Man, to be ſure, 


& ſpeaking by the Spirit of GOD, calleth Jeſus accur- 
«© ſed: The Fews, who pronounce their ſolemn 
« Anathema's upon Chriſt, and blaſpheme his Name,” 
(to which this Phraſe ſeems clearly to refer,) “ tho? 


they may pretend to the Spirit of GOD, ſo often 
“ ſpoken of in their Scriptures, make a vain and 


„ 1mpious Pretence to it: And no Man can call 


« FJeſus Lord, i. e. can really and cordially ac- 
<« knowledge his Authority, but by Virtue of the 
Operation of the Holy Ghoft upon his Heart: So 
that ſome be": is due in this Reſpect 
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36 TheR:ghteouſneſs of Faith ſpeaks on this wiſs, 


e to every Chriſtian, even though bis Gifts ſhould 
* not be peculiarly bright; nay, though*? (which 


for any Thing I can find mightoften be the Caſe,) 


& he ſhould have received none of thoſe Miracu- 
„ jou Gifts at all, about which you Corinthians fa 


t eagerly contend.” 


In this ealy View of the J 


Paſſage, the Remark ſeems excceding pertinent. 
But what imaginable Connection is there, between 
a ſanftifying Tuftuence on the Heart, productive of real 
Piety, and a full Revelation of a perfect Creed at once, 


ſuper lucus. 


or of any ſingle Article before unknown, with a 
Light little different from Intuition it ſelf, and which 
_ renders the Aſſiſtance of Reaſon and Scripture quite 


The Manner in which the Apaſtle ad- 


dreiles to the real Cbriſtians at Corinth, abundantly 
demonſtrates, how far he was from ſuppoſing that 


| tobe the Caſe, and how far he would have bren 


from allowing /uc> an Inference from any Prin- 


ciple laid down by him, here, or elſewhere. 


As lite to your Purpoſe will you Gnd that other 


| boaſted Paſſage of §/. Paul in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, which you quote in your 797 Page, as if 
it were the very Deſign of the Apyſite to eſtabliſh 


your whole Notion and Doctrine in it. 


Accord 


ingly you ſay, But the Paſſage, that moſt fully, 
and beyond all Poſſibility of e 


e deſcribes to us the true Nature of Faitb, 
manifeſt Oppoſition to that miſtaken Notion yo 
a Rational One, which ſonie had it ſeems errone- 
oully entertained, is in the Tenth Chapter of the 
_ Epitle to the Romans, where the whole 
is diſcuſſed at large, and thus preciſely determi- 
ned!“ And then you quote the Words them- 


The Righteouſneſs which is 


Ke 


6& 


ſelves, which are theſe. 


ueſtion 


of Faith ſpeaketh on this «viſe, Say not in thine Heart, 
vo ſhall aſcend i mta Heaven *—or who ſpall deſcend into 


the 


r e e , ð v y Red og nt 


4 


Say not, Who ſhall aſcend into Heaven? Gc. 3y 


the Deep? — The Word is wg thee, even in thy 


Mouth, and in thine Heart, &c d. 


Now, Sir, you muſt pardon me, if I expreſs 
my Surprize, that you ſhould thus pompouſly quote 
a Paſſage, in which the Clearneſs of the Scripture- 
Revelation is aſſerted, to prove that it is attended 


with ſuch Oſcurity, that it is not to be expected, 
that any Man ſhould underſtand it, otherwiſe than 


in Conſequence of an immediate Revelation, i. e. by 
Miracle. I readily acknowledge, that the Paſſage | 


is ſomething difficult; but it ſeems to me ſo far 


from clearly expreſſing your Dofirine, that I do not 


fee, how it can bear to be interpreted ſo, as in oy 


Meafure to give it the aft Countenance. 
You well know, Sir, that theſe Words are an 


Allufion to, and a Quotation from the Old Testament; 
where Moſes, in his eloquent Manner, os 
" lates the People of Tae! on their being favoured 


with ſo clear and ſo full a Diſcovery of the Will of 


Soy in his written Law; in Conſequence of 
which there was no Need for them to fay, Who 


ſhall go up for us to Heaven or, who ſhall go over the 
Sea fir us ? —The Word is very nigh thee, ſays this illu- | 
ſtrious Legiſlator, even in thy Mouth, andin thine Heart, 


that thou mayeft do it: It is eaſily underſtood, we! | 


remembered, and on the whole, admirably fitte 


to impreſs. and affect the Mind. In Aluſion to this, 
the Apoſtle, with great Beauty and Propriety, tells 


the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, that the Revela- 
tion of the Goſpel by Chriſt was as plain and evident, 


as that of the Law by Moſes: The Righteouſneſs 


which is of Faith (1. e. the Goſpel, which teacheth 


us the Way of Juſtification by Faith,) ſpeaketh on this 


wiſe, Say not in thine Heart, Who ſhall aſcend into 
Heaven ? (that is, to bring Chrif down from above f) Or 
bo ſoall —_— into the Deep F (that is, to bring up 

C Chrit 


8 Rom. x. 6, & /eq. * 8 NX. 12, 13, 14. 


- * —̃ I 
— = 
— 
2 
- > 
7 - — 


PPP = 
< * 3 — * * 5 
— — — _ 2 — x a <_n_ 4 
4 — 4 _ — - 
—— - Fg + A, — — 2 - 
IR - © mm | — = =. F : 
— I 4 x <> + C _ rr 
— * 2 — — — Pa; 7 — 
o 0 * >. — 
. = - ws 2 
= — 2 - Y — 2 
- "= — R — - — = — — 
= — - l 7 — — 
— — Do „ Sh _ * - 17 — 2 _ > 
—_ — = — : s, ——_— : N 
- — —— — — - -—- oO, — * 


38 We Word is nigh thee,in thy Mouth and Heart. 


Chriſt again from the Dead?) As if he ſhould have 
ſaid, “ Had Chrift never deſcended from Heaven, or 
e had he never riſen again from the Depths of the 
« Earth in which he was buried, we might indeed 
% have been at a Lys to know the Way of Salva- 
« tion, and might have been left, like the Reſt of 


« the World, in a Thouſand Doubts and Uncer- 


« tainties, But now, ſince Chri# has deſcended from 
« Heaven to bring the Goſpel, and has riſen from the 
« Dead to confirm it, we well know the Way: 
« And bleſſed be Gop, it is very eaſy and practica- 


dle, open to every one that ſhall receive the Goſ- 
<< pel, and very nigh him, in more Senſes than 
„ one, in the Mouth, and in the Heart. Let but the 


60 Mouth, and the Heart, do their reſpective Parts, 


the one cordially believing in Chriſt, and the other 
„ couragiouſly confeſſing him, in ſuch a Manner as 
„ to approve that inward Sincerity; and Salvation 
may be obtained, even though the Law hath been 
« broken, that awful Law, which, intelligible as it 
„was, did ſtill rigorouſly inſiſt upon it, that he 
„Man ſhould exactly do its Precepts, who would 
<« hope to live by them?,” This, Sir, is the Aſſer- 
tion, and Illuſtration of the Apofle ; and how 
widely this differs from the Viewin which you have 


introduced it, I am perſwaded, that you and ”Y 


other Readers will eaſily fee, They will, 
doubt, think the Turn you have given it, a 
| Inſtance of admirable Invention and dextrous Ad- 
_ dreſs; and as you ſeem not ſolicitous, that it ſhould _ 


be thought fall, I hope all Parties will be a- 
ow. 


Another of your hin. which 1 by n 
means leave uncanvaſſed, and which, at firſt 4 
pearance, ſeems much more favourable to your 


Cauſe than che former, though not ſo much glo- 


ried 
F Rom. K. 5 
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Natural Man receives not Spiritual Things. 39 
ried in, is that of S. Paul in his fir Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians : The Natural Man recerveth not the Things 
of the Spirit of GOD, for they are Fooliſhneſs unto him; 
neither can be know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned, Ses. From hence you would inter, that 
it is only by au immediale Inſpiration from the Spirit, 
that Divine Truths can be known, and conſequently 
that Reaſoning muſt be quite ſuperfluous in ſuch a 
Purſuit. I ſhall not here reply, as ſome have done, 
that 4vymes ſignifies a Man who proceeds in his 
Religious Enquiries merely on Principles of Na- 
tural Reaſon ; while avewpalizes ſignifies one who ad- 
mits of a Divine Revelation, and allows Arguments 

deduced from its Authority. If this were to be 
granted as the Senſe of theſe Two Words, the 
Meaning of the Text would be, that Revelation 
teaches ſome Things which Reaſen could never have 
diſcovered. This, I think, is the Senſe Dr. Clag- 
get gives of the Paſſage, in his laboured Explica- 
tion of it: But I cannot acquieſce in it; becauſe it 
will by no Means follow from hence, .that he Na- 
tural Man cannot receive them, and they muſt be 
 Foolifhneſs to him: On the contrary, were a Man to 
reaſon well, he might in many Inſtances diſcover 
Harmony, Beauty, and Wiſdom, in thoſe Doctrines, 
Schemes, and Facts, which are known only by Re- 
velation. I ſhall therefore grant, that by the Na- 
tural Man we are to underſtand, one who is ſunk in 
the Animal Life *; one, who under the Influence 
of thoſe falſe Maxims, which the Corruption of 
Mankind has introduced | into the World, 5 re 
dere 


1 Cor. ii. 14, . 


e think,” the Etymology of the Word Jm may 
well intimate; and the Uſe of it elſewhere may warrant the Ex- 
plication. Compare 1 Cor. xv. 44, 46. Fam. iii. 15. and Fude 
ver. 19. in the two laſt of which Faſlages it is rendered Sen- 
| fual, 


40 Spiritual Things are ſpiritually diſcerned, 
dered Carnal, and. Senſual, and conſequently at- 
tached to Views of Secular Intereſt, or Vain-Glory. 
Such Perſons are indeed amwilling to admit of fach 
Truths as the Goſpel teaches, and therefore chooſe 
rather to object againſt its Evidence, than to ſubmit 
to its Inſlrufions. This the Apoſtle might well af: 
ſert; and as the Counter-Part of the Thought 
might lead his Readers to reflect, that they who 
feel theſe Prejudices conquered in their Minds, and 
are brought to diſcern the Beauty and Glory of 
thoſe Truths which the Goſpel teaches, have Reaſon 
to aſcribe it to the Influence of the Divine Spirit on 
their Hearts; or in other Words, to own, that 
theſe Truths (which were at firſt revealed to the Abo- 
tles by the Spirit of Gop, and therefore are called 
bis Things,) are ſpiritually diſcerned. In Conſequence 
of which the happy Man, almoſt like one reſtored 
to Sight among the Blind, avaupuer mai] a, diſcerns all 
the Objects with which he is ſurrounded, while be 
| bimſelf um ud eros Sers, is diſcerned by none of them; 
but perhaps is proudly cenſured, by theſe prejudi- 
ced and bigotted Creatures, as a mere Viſionary, for 
thoſe Judgments which are moſt rationally formed, 
on Principles which every impartial Enquirer will 
underſtand, If this eaſy Interpretation of the 
Words be admitted, they will appear quite foreign 
to your Fas and applicable to Multitudes to 
whom no ſingle Truth of Chriſtianity was taught 
by Miracle, but who by Divine Grace were inclined 
to receive that Goſpel, which the ApoFle tells us, in 
the preceding Verſe, he and his Brethren taught, 
comparing Spiritual Things with Spiritual: A Care, 
which, whether it refers to the Manner of their 
Inveſtigation, or to that of communicating the Sa- 
cred Knowledge, would be quite anneceſſary on 
your Hypotheſis. So unlucky for your Cauſe will 
Criticiſm and Connection be found, in this Inſtance, 


0 That 


as well as the former. 


. 
1 


He who believeth not, makes COD Her. 4 


That he, who diſtelieves the Goſpel, maketh GOD 
a Lyar u, (i. e. rejects his Teſtimony as unworthy of 
Credit,) will be true, if Gop has borne any Teſti- 
mony to the Goſpel at all, which is, or might be 

known by ſuch a Rejector of it; and will be no 
leſs the Caſe, where the External Teſtimony of Mi. 
racles is in Queſtion, than if the Inward Impreſſion, 
which you maintain, were to be granted. This 
Text therefore, by no Means determining how the 
Teſtimony is borne, can be of 10 Service to your 
Cauſe. Nor will that Cauſe find a ſurer Refuge 
in thoſe Words of St. Paul, in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, "Though we, or an Angel from Heaven, 


preach a different Goſpel to you, let him be accurſed i. 7 


This is only a ſtrong Way of ſaying, that the 6% 
pel, which they had already been taught, was ſo 
 aſſuredly true, that any one, who ſhould preſume to 
_ contraaift it, far from being worthy of any Regard, 
would rather be worthy of a Curſe ; and that it 
would be an Argument of damnable Apa, in 
an Apoſtle, or even an Angel, to attempt to ſubvert 
it. Were this Paſſage to be taken in the moſt 
_ rigorous Senſe that can be imagined, it would 
amount to no more than this; that the Evidence, 
which they had received of the Truth. of Chriftia- 
my, was greater than Gon would ever permit an 
Angel to bring againſt it, were 1t poſſible for one 
of thoſe Celeſtial Spirits to revolt, and appear with - 
a contrary Defirine, And this is what we all believe, 
upon this general Principle, that GOD will never 
permit any Evil Spirit, (and ſuch any Angel contra- 
dicting the Goſpel would certainly be,) to work 
more and greater Miracles to overthrow Chriſtianity, - 
than have already been wrought to confirm it. Now 
this might have been true, even though all the 
W Operations 


bd x John v. 10. Gal. i. 8. 


42 Cbriſtians ſhoald be all of one Mind, 


Operations of the Spirit had ceaſed in the remoter 
Ages of the Church, or though the Illumination 
of our Minds by his immediate Influence had been 
no Part of his Office. EB 


But you triumph greatly in this Thought, that 
without ſuch a plenary Revelation of the Truth, to 
every particular Perſon, by the immediate Inſpiration. 
of the Holy Gbeſt, it would be impoſſible that all! 
Men ſhould be of one Mind; which nevertheleſs the 
Apoſtle prays that Chriſtians might be, and exborts 
them to labour after. But 1 wonder, Sir, you 
ſhould not tee, that when he offers this Petition for 
nem, or addreſſes them with ſurb an Exbortation, 
he plainly ſuppoſes, they were not at preſent under 
ſuch an uniting Guidance, in Conſequence of which 
(as you expreſs it,) they were preſerved from the 

leaſt Poſſibility of Miſtake, So that, even on your 
own Principles, you muſt be obliged to admit of 
| ſome gualifying Interpretation: And it fo eaſily pre- 

ſents it ſelf, that I think hardly any Writer but 
your felf has miſſed it. To be perfekt joined together 
in the ſome Mind, and the ſame Sentiment, (as I 
think it is moſt natural to tranſlate & 7y au]y ywouy ©; 
to have the ſame mutual Diſpofitign, or Aﬀeftion, (vo ar 

_ gporew ey e, AS it is elſewhere expreſs'd !, or 
£65 a, AS in the Parallel Paſſage m;) plainly ſig- 
nifies to cultivate Harmony, or Unanimity, or to main- 
tain a Friendly Diſpoſition towards each other, not- 

withſtanding ſome Diverſity m their Faſte, Opi- 
nion, or Cuſtoms. And that this is the Meaning 
of the Expreſſion is evident, from what the Apoſtle 
elſewhere ſays, both to the Corinthians, and to the 
Romans, to whom theſe Exhortations are addreſſed; 
where he ſuppoſes, there would be a Difference in 
Opinion and Practice among them in ſome Things, 
4 | and 


* Cor i. z0. l Rom. xv. 5. ® Rom. xii. 16. 


FCC i ni ea oe aa 


_ 
Lana 


and think and ſpeak the ſame Thing, 43 
and yet urges them to think favourably of each 
other, and to receive one another , as Chriſt had re- 
ceived them all, if ſincere Chriſtians, whether Jews 
or Gentiles ; and how different ſoever their Appre- 
henſions might be, as to the Lawfulneſs or Unlaw- 
fulneſs, the Expediency or Inexpediency, of fome 


Practices which were in Queſtion among them, 
And thus does the Apoſtle explain himſelf in that 


Parallel Text o, where, when he had fo tenderly in- 


treated them, by the Conſolation of Chriſt, by the 
Comfort of Love, and by the Communion of the Spirit, 
bat they ſhould be like-minded, [ va To a gperiſe, that ye 


may be unanimous,] he adds, having the ſame Love, 


being of one Accord, Tw as] ayanw eis, ovuruXots 
which two Phraſes explain the former; as if he 
ſhould have faid, Let your Souls be joined together in 
the ſame Love: And then he adds, 20 & cee, which 


if it be not a mere Repetition of the ft Clauſe, 


v allo promiſe, be unanimous, may perhaps be render- 


ed, attend to and proſecute (the 20 &) the One Ti bing, | 


that great leading Concern of vital practical Reli- 


gion, the Service of GOD and the Salvation of the Soul, 


which our Divine Maſter has recommended to us 
as the One Thing needful. How well this Interpre- 


tation ſuits the Greek Word, gporer, uſed in all theſe 


Places, you, Sir, if at all converſant with Greek 


Writers, cannot but know. And if you are a 
Stranger to them, which I would not ſuppoſe, 1 


am ſorry you have been miſled by an Engliſh 
Tranſlation, to faſten an Abſurdity upon the Sacred 


Writer ; as if he was childiſh enough to imagine, 
that Iutreaties could bring People 10 think alike in 


_ diſputed Points; and this without telling them, 


(which on your Suppoſition muſt be the Caſe, ) what 

that One Thing was, in which they were 10 think 

alike, Whereas on our eaſy and obvious Interpre- 
mY . tation 


44 Mie muſt become as little Children, 


tation there needed no ſuch Explication at all; 
the Exhortation referred to 4 Charitable Temper, br 
commended in a Variety of ſtrong Expreſſions, 
and not to this or that particular Sentiment. And, 
8 me to ſay, though by way of Digreſſion, 
Would to Gop that zbeſe Texts were rightly under- 
ſtood by Cbriſtians in general; and that ſuch a 
Divine Principle of mutual Love, in Conſequence of 
our Union in Chriſt, might prevail more, where we 
cannot in your Senſe be of one Mind, nor unite in 
one External Form, whether of Worſhip, or Dif. 
cipline! I would hope, the Attacks made on com- 
mon Chrifiianity are in ſome Meaſure leading us to 
this: And I earneſtly pray, that Infinite Wiſdom 
may over-rule that Evil, to the Production of fe g 
: great a Good, 


" Ian — Es —— — — — —— 
Ort ene WEL — co — — — 


The only Scriptures in ile alba which 1 gave 
above, which remain yet unhandled, afe thoſe 
which relate to our becoming as little Children, that 
we may enter into the Kingdom of GOD ?, and to 
the captivating every Thought 10 the Obedience "of Chriſt © 4 
The former of theſe Paſſages ſtands more imme- 
diately oppoſed to ambitious Views of worldly Great- 
_ ws, than to an overweening Opinion of our own 
Unaerſt andings ; tho! J readily acknowledge, that 
according to the Genius of our Lord's teaching in 
general, it may well be conſidered as a Warning 
againſt the latter, to which the Text in Corinthians 
does no doubt relate. But what can you infer 
from hence, to ſupport the Peculiaritics of your 
Doctrine? We readily grant you, that ſuch. Texts 
remind us, of what indeed Reaſon it ſelf would 
teach, if impartially conſulted, that when we have 
diſcovered the Evidence of a Divine Revelation, 
which the Natural Weakneſs of our Minds might 
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and every Thought be captivated to Chriſt. 48 
engage us to wiſh, and to enquire after, we are 
teachably to ſubmit to its Inſtructions, We are to 
be ſenſible, that our own Underſtandings, when com- 


ared with the Supream Intelligence, are infinitely 
ſel than that of a little Child, when compared with 


 purs. We are therefore humbly and quietly 10 


t down, as it were, at the Feet of the Divine Ti eacher : 


And though ſeveral plauſible Objefions may ariſe in 


our Minds, and many Things taught may be in 


conſſtent with our preconceived Prejudices, and with 
what through their Influence we ſhould have ex- 


cted, we are to ſuffer thoſe Prejudices to be over- 
ruled by ſo high an Authority, and to acquieſce | 
in this, that be Lord has ſaid it: And this is as 


really our Duty, when he 1s ſpeaking to us by bis 

Meſſengers, as it was theirs when he was ſpeaking. 
immediately to them. So that you can never infer 

from hence a perſonal, and much leſs a compleat and 


inſtantaneous Inſpiration, till you have proved, ei- 


ther that I can never be aſſured that Gop ſpeaks by 


another, or that if I am, I may diſregard it, and 
diſpute againſt it. The latter of which is ſo noto- 


 riouſly abſurd, that I never heard it ſeriouſly main- 
trained; Sod. the former has been a thouſand Times 
confuted by thoſe who have written in Defence of 


Chriſtianity, and ſo lately in particular by thoſe 
who have anſwered that unhappy Creature who 


called himſelf the Moral Philoſopher, that I need 
ſay nothing of it here, eſpecially after what 1 
ve written in my former Letters. 


But I cannot diſmiß the Head, 1 mind. 
ing you of one important Scripture, which illuſtrates 


the Explication I have given of thoſe laſt men- 


tioned, with a beautiful Variety of moſt proper 
Exp refſion, I mean that in the firſt Epiſtle of Pan Peter, 
oe the Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians, that laying afide 
all Mall gn, and Debate, and Hhpecrif, and Envy, 
and 
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46 Chriſtians to be lie new. Born Babes. 
and Calunny, (fo common among ſome who call 


themſelves Chriſtians, and ſo often exerciſed againſt 
the moſt faithful and zealous Miniſters of the Goſpel,) 


they ſhould /ike new-born Babes defire (as we render 


it,) the ſincere Milk of the Word, that they might grow 


#bereby r. It is in the Original, To aeyixer adorn yaa, 


the rational fraudleſs Milk : Which is as if he had 


ſaid, The Inftruftion we give to thoſe of you, 
who are yet but little Children in Chriſtianity, is 


* ſincere and unadulterated, as Milt that flows imme- 


* diately from the Breaſt of the Mother into the 


«© Mouth of the Infant; and if you will exercife 


your Reaſon honeſtly and wiſely, you may eaſily 


* ſee, how excellent and uſeful our Doctrine and 


« Precepts are. Come then, with the Gentleneſs 


and Simplicity of Hittle Children, and- receive 
them ; white we are ready, with all the Tender- 


4 neſs of an affectionate Mother for her Suckling, 
* to impart them to you; 1 impart, not only the 
„ Goſpel of GOD, but, if it were poſſible, even our 


1 


own Souls alſo, becauſe you are dear unto us. 
This is indeed, according to the wiſe and affectio- 
nate Expreſſion of St. Paul, to be at once in Ma- 


dice Children, and in Underſflanding Men t. For I can 
think of nothing ſo Rational, as diligently to exa- 


mine the Credentials of any Thing offered us as a 
Meſſage from GOD, and then humbly to ſubmit to it 


without cavilling and diſputing, when we are ſatiſ- 
Hed that it wears the Stamp of his Authority. 
| Whereas to ſet at naught all the Internal and Ex- 


ternal Evidence of Chriſtianity ſo often repreſented, 


inſiſting on it as the abſolute Condition of our believ- 
ing, that it be immediately revealed to us from 


Heaven by miraculous, perfect, and Irreſiſtible 


Inſpiration, is fo far from looking like this Infant- 
. that it ſeems much more to ſavour of 


that ; 


1 Pet. ii, 1,2, * 1 Theſſ. i. 3. * x Cor. xiv, 20. 


. Other Scriptures occaſonally vindicated. 47 


that Malignity and Haughtineſs of Temper, which 
| ſuch Paſſages as theſe were intended to guard us 
againſt. So unhappy have you generally been, from 
firſt to laſt, in the Choice of thoſe Scriptures by 
which you would juſt add ſome Face of Probability to 
a Notion in it ſelf % abſurd, as that which you 
have advanced concerning * Illumination of the 
Spirit. 


There are ſeveral other Scriptures, Sir, "WY a 
the Courſe of your Harangue, you have occgſonaliy 
touched upon; as if you thought they afforded 
ſome Countenance to that Notion : But the Inference 
zs fo precarious, that one would really imagine, 
you mentioned them only with an Intent to make 
your Pampblet as rich as poſſible in ſuch Kind of 
Burleſque. I am ſure you will acknowledge, that 
| thoſe 1 have already canvaſſed are the Strength of 
your Cauſe. However, for the Vindication of the 
others from that Injury you have offered them, I 
ſhall touch here (by way of Dzgreſſion,) on two or 
three Paſſages of Scripture, which you, Sir, ſeem 
to have brought in merely for the Sake of expo- 
ſing them to Contempt: A Contempt, of which I think 
they will appear by no Means worthy, and conſe- 
quently which may fall where it was leaſt in- 
tended. 
In your 66th Page you refer to what is ſaid of the 

Samaritans u, and tell us „ that it is recorded, 


Many believed in Chriſt readily for the Saying of the 


« Woman.” And then you add, with great Tri- 
umph, A notable Foundation cruly for Confidence 
Land Conviction, and perhaps Martyrdom, 6c.” 
Now, Sir, it is hard to imagine, for what Purpoſe 
this Reflection could be introduced, unleſs it were to 
Live a Specimen of our Good-will to the Wm. 
t 
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Satisfaction which their ps 3 Converſe with Chriſt 


48 Many believe on the $a ying of the Wamini, 


It ſeems in effect telling the World, that you think &. 


John has aſſigned a very ridiculous Reaſon for their 
Faith, and conſequently was a deſpicable Writer, in 


this Inſtance at leaſt. I ſhall not inſiſt on your 
quoting the Text with the Addition of the Word 


readily, which is perhaps in Ttalicks by a Miſtake 


of the Printer. But J deſire it may be remem- 
bered, that we cannot infer from this Expreſſion; 


that theſe Samaritans were brought to a frue and 
ſaving Faith in Chriff, fo as to continue in his Word, 
and approve themſelves his Diſciples indeed; which 
you artfully take for granted, in your Manner of 
putting the Caſe. Tou will find little Reaſon con- 


fidently to infer this, from its being ſaid they believed 


in him, if you recollect; that the Evangeliſt, but a 7 


few Paragraphs before, (1. e. in the en of 

his Second Chapter, had ſpoken of many who believed 
— Chriſt, to whom he would not commit himfelf, be- 
cauſe he knew what was in Man", i. e. he knew 
that their Faith was not reſolute and ſincere, nor 


they Perſons on whoſe Steadineſs and Fidelity he 


could depend. So it is very poſſible, that ſome of 
_ theſe Samaritans, knowing the Woman, might from 
Her Report learn to conceive of Chriſt as an extraor- 


dinary Perſon, from whom therefore they entertain- 


ed ſome great Expectation ; though they might 


not have the Reſolution to follow him fully, as you 
ſuppoſe they would of Courſe do, even to Mortyr- 
dom. Indeed when Chriſt was come into their City, 
and had diſcourſed among them, we are told, that 
many more believed, becauſe of his own Word; and 
they declare, that now they believed, not becauſe of 
ber Sojing, but becauſe they had heard him themſelves *; 
which intimates, that they looked on her 7. eino 
as a very ſmall Matter, when compared with the 


had 
E. John li. 24, 25. 2 John iv, 41, 42. 


The Diſciples flow of Heart to FT 49 


had given them. And if any of the Perſons, who 
at firſt declared their Regard to Chriſt on the Teſti- 
nom of the Womin, could afterwards be ſo regard- 
leſs of him, as not to give him the Hearing, though 
he abode two Days in their City; it was jurely a very 
bad Specimen of that Faith and Zeal, which you 
think would have engaged them to lay deten their 


Lives in his Cauſe; as it would plainly ſnew, that 


they apprehended themſelves very little concerned 
with him, how extraordinary a Perſon ſoever he 
might . 
Preſently after you mention anotber Text, as it 
ſeems much with the ſame pious Deſign, name- 
ly, that in which our Lord upbraids the 22 Diſci- 
ples on the Way to Emmaus, ſaying, Ob Fools, and 
ow of Heart to believe] &cy. And then you add, 
„Can any one imagine, all this was merely be- 
<« cauſe a Narrative of four Hours had not wrought 
e a thorough Conviction ?- Is it to be believed, that 
*. Gop would reproach any of his Creatures with 
a defefive Intelletti, when he was pleaſed to give 
them no better? We have here, Sir, a Com- 


plication of Miſtakes : The one (as in a former In- 


ſtance,) founded upon the Impropriety of or 
Tranſlation, in rendering ava, Fools, which (as I 
have elſewhere obſerved,“) ought to be tranſlated, 
in a ſofter Manner, zhoughtleſs or inconſiderate Crea- 
Tyres; which contains no Refleion at all on the 
Natural Defect of their Intelle, but on their cul- 
Fable Neglect of uſing the Rational Powers which 

they poſſeſſed. I cannot forbear adding, that if 
the Miraculous Nlumination, which you ſuppoſe refer- 
. ted to, had been fo irreſſſtible and inſlantanecus, as 
you tell us it was, there would have been 20 Room 
for wy. ſuch Refietion, and conſequently the Text 
Fi G would 


„ Luke ri. 25. . Family E xpof. vol. ii. p. 618. Note (e). 


50 Tuo other Paſſages conſidered, 
would be left quite defenceleſs, which on the com- 
mon Interpretation admits of fo eaſy a Solution, — 
There is another Error in ſuppoſing, as you do, 
that the Ground of this gentle Reprehenſion was only, 
that a Narrative of four Hours had not wrought 
<« a thorough Conviction.“ If you mean by a 
Narrative of four Hours, our Lord's Diſcourſe with 
them as they were walking to Emmaus, it is un- 
lucky indeed. For not to ſay, how many Hours 
this Converſation might employ, which is not very 
material; it is certain, this Reproof was previous to 
the principal Part of bis Converſation, as you will 
eaſily ſee in the Paſſage it ſelf, and referred to the 
Opportunities they had enjoyed for Months and 


Nears before, of acquainting themſelves with the 


| Prophetick Writings ; which if they had diligently | 
and impartially done, they would have judged it 
no incredible or improbable Report, which they had re- 
ceived from the Women who had been at the Sepul- 


| Why and affirmed that Feſus Was riſen from the 
ca 
I ſhall take Notice but of Two \ Paſſages more,which 
you have in like Manner diſguiſed, that you might 
the more eaſily expoſe them, Theſe are what you 
introduce in Pag. 78. where you ſay, That the 
« Scripture-Teſt and Standard for finding out 
« the Spirits of Truth is no more than this; 
« FHereby ſhall ye know them: Every one that confeſ- 
&« ſeth that Chriſt is come in the Fleſh, is of GOD. 
No (ſay you, ) this is evidently what Philoſophers 
Lo call Arguing in a Ove and had the Queſtion ;"* 


(which 


I find, ſince this Letter was gone to the Prefs, the duther 
is ſo conſcious to himſelf, how little Ground there was for this 
Reflection, as to alter the 1 in his Second Edition. But as 
he has not acknowledged any Make, I did not think it need- 
ful to recall my Papers, and ſhall leave the Animadverſion as 
it ſtands for thoſe, who may have only ſeen the /ame Edition 1 
made uſe of in | writing theſe 3 | 


which the Author has diſguiſed. 51 


(which, by the way, are not quite hnomymous Terms :) 
« But in Faith we ſee it is a neceſſary Preliminary; 
« He that cometh to Chriſt, muſt believe that be is.“ 
As to the latter Part of this Sentence, every 
body will perceive, that, however dignified by 

Italicts, it is a Scripture of your own making. It is in- 
deed faid in the Epiſtlè to the Hebrews, that he who 
cometh to GOD, muſt believe that he is. The Senſe 
of which is plainly this, ©* that a Perſuaſion of 
«© the Being of a GOD muſt be the Foundation of all 
Rational Religion, and particularly of all Devo- 


. tional Addreſſes.” And how a Perſon of your 


Senſe could think of repreſenting this as a Circular 
Argument, it is almoſt impoſſible to imagine; unleſs 


it were merely to humour the Character you had 


aſſumed, of a Chriſtian whoſe rapturous and enthuſi- 
aſtical Divinity might tranſport him into an entire 
 Forgetfulneſs of his Logick, and perhaps teach him 
do reckon that Forgetfulneſs among the ; Gifts 


e uhe Spirit, which he imagined he had received? 


hut as to the former, or to ſpeak more properly, 
the only Text of Scripture which you have here re- 
peated, (for the other is merely burle/qued,) I mean 
that in Jobn a; Archbiſhop Tillotſen might long ſince 


have furniſhed you with an Explication, which ſets = 


it above this Cavil, which I confeſs, from the mere 
Sound of the Words, might eaſily preſent itſelf to the 
Mind of a Superficial Reader. He juſtly obſerves, 
(if I remember his Interpretation right,) that big 
Epiſtle was written, when Chriſtianity had been for a 

_ conſiderable Time ſettled in the World; and that 
it might now be conſidered as à Teſt of Dotirines, 
ſufficiently confirmed by a Train of moſt illuſtrious 
Miracles, and a Variety of other Evidence. In Con- 


ſequence of this, a Perſon, preſuming to teach by 
any Spirit, that Jeſus was ow come in the Fleſh, mig 


* Hebs xi, 6, 2 1 John iv, 2. 


t 52 4 Reply fo the Author $ Argument 


as reaſonably be rejected by Chriſtians, as a pretended ; 
Prophet among the Jes, who, upon the Credit of 
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a Dream, or a Viſion, ſhould attempt to draw them 


to Holatry. The Evidencę attending the Moſaic 


Religion was ſo vaſtly ſuperior to that, which could 


be tuppoſed to ariſe from any pretended Dream, 
 Vifon, or Sign, that he might be juſtly and reaſona- 


bly rejected without looking into his Credentials. 
But will this, Sir, at all prove, that heſe Perſons 


to whom the Apoſile addreſſes, received Chri iſtianity 
at firſt without any Evidence at all; laying i it down 
as a firſt Principle, that it was true, and (reſolving 


r:evertheleſs to reaſon a little,) inferring from thence 
7t was true, and roundly concluding, | It is Divine, 


becauſe it is Divine? This, Sir, is your candid Re- 

preſentation of the Matter : But I would hope, 

few Readers Heads are weak enough, even after 
your Hiri of Morde, to be turned round | in this 
Imaginary Cn” 


But to return from this Diereſim, I ſhall pro- 


ceed now to examine the only Two Arguments which 
1 remember on the Head I have been ſpeaking to, 


that are ye; unanſwered : I mean, that from our be- 


ing required to pray for the Increaſe of our Faith, and 8 
that which you draw from Tf ant-Baptifin. 


I. readily grant you, (without cavilling at the 


f Argument as 5 from a particular Scripture,) 
that it is our Duty to pray that our Faith may be in- 
creaſed : But I think 10 Argument can be drawn 
from hence, to Phe that it is 107 40 be promoted by 


Rational Melbods; any more than we can argue, 


that Virtue is not to be rationally cult; tvated, becauſe 
we are to pray for 11s Growth in our Souls, What 


J have already ſaid of Gop's operating upon us as 
Rational Creatures, and in Concurrence with the 


. Rt of our cron — when compared with 


what 


ie. 


at 


ith 


nat 


from praying for the Increaſe of Faith, 53 
what I have ſaid in my Second Letter, concerning 


the Nature of true Faith, is an abundant Solution of 
this Objection. Reaſonably may we deſire, that 


Gop would awaken our Minds to Diligence in 
ſearching after Truth ; that he would preſent the 
Evidence of it before us in a clear and convincing 
Light; that he would guard our Hearts from 


thoſe corrupt Prejudices which might obſtruct its 


Entranos into them; and that he would remind us, 


from Time to Time, of thoſe great Religious 


Truths which we do believe, with ſuch Spirit and 
Energy, that our Temper of Life may, in a 
ſuitable Manner, be influenced by the realizing 
Perſuaſion. In ſuch @ Prayer, methinks, every 
virtuous Dei muſt join; as I firmly believe, that 
would Men heartily join in it, and act accordingly, 
they would ſoon ceaſe to be Deiſts in the Negative 
| Senſe of the Word, And in Proportion to the 
Degree in which we ſee evident Reaſon to believe 
the Truth of Chriftianity, we may reaſonably pray, 
that Gop, by the Influences of his Holy Spirit on our 


Minds, would give us more comprehenſive Views of 


its Evidence, and would impreſs a more lively Senſe of 
its great Principles on our Hearts; that our Faith 5 
may not be a cold Aſent, but powerful in the Pro- 


duction of its genuine Fruits. 


It is, on the other Hand, very true, that a 
Man, who does not ſee Reaſon to believe the Goſpel 
to be 4 Divine Revelation, cannot rationally pray to 
be confirmed in that Belief, or even to be brought 


to it; but it is evident, that whatever Rule the 


Scripture gives on this Head, it gives to thoſe who 


profeſs to admit its Divine Authority, And a Search 
into Rational Evidence is ſo far from being incon- 


fiſtent with ſuch 4 Prayer, that where Doubts and 


Difficulties ariſe in the Mind, which, though they 


do not entirely deſtroy the Aſſent, introduce Per- 
— plexity, ſach Enquiry is the wiſeſt Method we can 


take 


54 His Argument from Infunt-- Baptiſin 
take to ſecure an Aꝛuſiver to our Prayers ; provided 
they be reverently, prudently, and candidly made. 
But this rather belongs to the Subject of my 
Firft Letter. What I have juſt now ſaid may be 
ſufficient to ſhew, that the Scripture, if it encou- 
rages us to pray for the Increaſe of Faith, (which 1 
readily allow that it does,) gives us no Room at 
all to expect any New Revelation in Anſwer to 
#hoſe Prayers, which is the only View in which 
the Mention of them could be material to your 
Cauſe. 1 
I I hall conclude "ad Head with aſking you 
. ſerioufiy, whether you think Sinplicius deſired or 
expected an immediate Revelation, like that which 
you deſcribe, when he prays, that Gop would 
accurately rectify the Reaſon which he has given 
us, and remove the Miſt that hangs upon our 
3 Underſtanding, that we may diſcern * Things Hu- 
„ man and Divine! If you think ſuch a Prayer 
_ as this content with the Ule of Reaſon, which he 
1 daeeſires might be purified and guided, you will eaſily 
fee, that we may on the very ſame Principle pray 
for the Increaſe of Faith, without any of thoſe Eu- 
 thufiaſtical Apprehenſions, which you * as &- 
; ſential to rig. I | 


There yet remains to be confidered the Ae 
ment you draw from Infant. Baptiſm, which you ap- 
prehend would be very abſurd, if it were not ſup 

poſed to be attended with ſuch a Communication 0 

the Spirit, as that which is now in Debate between 
us. © Cana Man,” ſay you, „be baptized into a 
“ rational N. * (by Wk I ſuppoſe you 
mean. 
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is Built on a wrong Foundation. 5 3 


mean, Can that Religion be rational, of which Ju 
fant- Baptiſm is a Part?) © Where is Reaſon concern- 
« ed, when Babes accept the Terms of Salvation 
«<9 Deputy, and are entitled to all the Privileges 
« of the moſt extenſive Faith by another's A? 
„ By the Baptiſmal Ceremony they commence true 
« Believers at once, and are made {Heirs of Heaven, 
you know, by the Faith of their Bondſmen.” 
(Pag. 9.) And to the ſame Purpoſe, in your 69th 
Page, The Merits of the moſt finiſhed Comviltion 
are already theirs by Imputation, &c,Y— 
No here, Sir, I am obliged to fay, that if 
there be any Form of Baptiſm in the Chriſtian World, 
which juſtifies ſuch Inferences, and ſuch a Manner 


of ſpeaking, I am extremely forry for it. But 1 


am very confident, the Scripture teaches nothing of 
this Kind; and it is by hat, and not by the W 
brick of any particular Church, whether Popiſb or 
Proteſtant, that the Merits of this Cauſe are to be 
tried. 
I cannot ſee, how any Sponſor, 8 he be, 
or be not 4 Parent, can pretend to anſwer for a 
Child, that he ſhall believe, or obey the Goſpel : Nor 
does the bringing Children to Baptiſm, by any Means 
imply it. What Reaſon we have to conclude [+ 
fant- Baptiſm a Rite of Divine Inſtitution, I ſhall not 
now enquire. It is enough if I ſhew, that admit- 
ting it to be ſo, (which I really think it is very 
reaſonable that we ſhould admit,) it by no Means 
implies this abſurd Conſequence. Other Ends 
might be anſwered by it, valuable enough to juſtify 
the Wiſdom of the Ordinance: As for Inſtance, 
Hereby Parents may give a publick Token of their 
Faith in Chriſtianity, and their conſequent Dejire 
that their Children may partake of its Benefits, and 
anſwer its Demands : Fereby they may ſolemnly 
declare their Reſolution to. train them up in the Inſti- 
tutions of our Blefſed Maſter, and their —— 


T. 


36 His Defign, to expoſe Infunt-Baptiſin. 
of them to the Diſpoſal of Divine Providence, if 
Gop ſhould ſee fit early to remove them: This 

_ alſo may femain, throughout all Generations, as a 
Memorial of the Tendefneſs which our Lord ſhewed 
to little Children, and of the Perpetnity of that Co. 
venant, the Efficacy of which feaches from one 
Generation to another: And to add no more, it 

may lay a Foundation for affectionate Addreſſes to the 
Children afterwards, as being already lifted under the 

Banners of Cbriſt, fo far as they could be lifted by 

the AF of another ; ſo that they muſt either confirm, 
or, in Effect at leaſt, renounce what was then done. 
All theſe valuable Purpoſes, and many mote, may 
be anſwered by Infant-Baptiſm, But it will by no 

_ Means follow from hence, that this Rite affe#?s the 
Eternal State of the Child; or that, if it did affef# 
it, there muſt be ſuch an extraordinary Communica- 

ion of the Spirit to it, as you ſuppoſe. You allow, 
in expreſs Terms, that there is no AF of the Child 

at all, and that it believes nothing, How this con- 

| ſiſts with its having 4 perfect Faith wrought in its 

Mind at once, is not . poſſible for me to conceive. 

I muſt therefore conclude, that you meant nothing 

more than to expoſe this Praftice, as you elſewhere ex- 

poſe Perſecution, by intimating that it cannot be defended, 
unleſs your Doctrine were to be granted; whence you 
are ſure, every thinking Man, who yields to this 

Part of your Argument, will conclude, that it can. 

not be defended at all. On the other Hand, it ſeems 
ſufficient for me here to have ſhewn, that your No- 
tion is not connected with Chriſtianity, even allow- 

ing Infant-Baptiſm to be a Part of it. May the 

Time at length come, when a Zeal for the Honour 

of the Goſpel ſhall more effectually engage all its 

| Miniſters, to adhere to the Purity both of its 
Doctrines and Inſtitutions, and not to overload it witii 
thoſe Additions of their own, which furniſh its Ad. 
verſaries with Matter of Triumph! In the mean 
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this. Some conſiderable Writers in 
* Religion have often ſaid, what indeed many Paſſages 


His Remark on the Adjuſtment of Evidence. 57 
Time, may thoſe Adverſaries conſider, that they 
are anſwerable to Gop for the Inpartiality, with 
which they enquire into the Contents of Chriftianity, 
and that they are to take their Notions f it from 
the New Teſtament alone! which if you, Sir, had 

been pleaſed to have done, you would never have 


mentioned his Argument; nor from any Thing 


you could have met with there, could you ever have 


thought of it. 


Having thus diet the Three 3 Articles 


of your Pamphlet, I do not remember any Thing 


very material in it, which I have left untouch'd; 
for little Slips, which neither affect the Main Argu- 


ment, nor the Honour of Scripture, are not proper 
for the Notice of One, who values his own Time 
and his Reader's, and ſeeks not to inſult his Anta. 
goniſt, nor to expoſe him to any unneceſſary Con- 
tempt. Yet I cannot cloſe without a Remark or 


Two, on what you inſinuate, with ſo much Diſ- 


dain, concerning the ingenious Contrivance,” 
85 


(as you are pleaſed to call it,) “of abating the 


Degree of Evidence, to leave the more Room for 
the Merit of Volunteers „ with the Duty of culti- 
e vating a pious Propenſity to the Affirmative, ſoliciting 


„ the Aſent of our own Minds, and endeavouring 
& to help our Unbelief.”” (Pag. 111.) This Manner 


of Repreſentation is ſo ludicrous, that it is not eaſy 


to determine your Meaning. But 1 1 4 it to be 
avour of our 


of Scripture ſeem to favour, that the Degree of 


% Evidence attending it was wiſely adjuſted in ſuch a 
„Manner, as to make it as @ Touch-Stone to the 


«« Temper of thoſe to whom it came; and that 


« inſtead of quarrelling with Providence for not giv- 
« ing it the greateſt poſſible Evidence, we ought ra- 


* ther to adore its. * lach an Aiubment. * 


This 


38 Tt it imurious to Religion to deny this, 
This ſeems to be the Notion you ridicule; and if it 
be, I with, that for your own Security from the 
Rebound of Ridicule illplaced, you had conde- 
ſcended to ſhew its Abſurdity.—Seriouſly to maintain 
that ſuch a Sentiment is contemptible, would indeed be 
another Stab at Natural Religion, as well as Revealed. 
Do you imagine it, Sir, ':mpoſſible, that the Bleſſed 
Gop ſhould have given any more convincing Proofs 
of his Being and Perfections, than thoſe which every 
Man now actually fees? I grant, zbeſe Proofs are 
ſufficient, to convince any Reaſonable Perſon : But 
Lask it again, Whether Gop could not contrive any 
which ſhould be more ſtriking, and in Fact more ef- 
 feflual ? To ay, that he could not, is limiting the Holy 
One of Tfradl in ſo fooliſh and ſo profane a Manner, 
that 1 hope, Sir, you would abbor the Impntation of 
it: And to own, that he could have done it, and yet 
has omitted it, if at the ſame Time he acts wiſely, is 
in Effect owning the Notion you fo ſcornfully reject; 
or, in other Words, owning that an Evidence at- 
tempered and abated in a certain Degree is ſuch, as it 
is fit for Gop to give, and to prefer, in many In- 
ſtances, to bigber Degrees in their own Nature very 
poſſible. —And where, I beſeech you, Sir, is the 
Abſurdity of thus trying Mens Integrity, any more 
than of trying their other Virtues in the Courſe of 
Life ? Is it not poſſible, there may be a certain De- 
gree of Pride, or of Licentiouſneſs, ſo odious to Gop, 
that he ſhould give even to his own Revelation, 
only ſuch a Degree of Evidence, as he knows fuch 
Perſons will, through the'free and criminal Abuſe 
of their own Faculties, be ready to rejef? with Scorn; 
while Perſans of a more humble and ingenuous Tem- 
per will fee and ſubmit to it? Nay, I will add, muſt 
it not of Courſe be fo in the Nature of Things, 
that the Internal Evidence of any Revelation muſt 
ſtrike thoſe Minds moſt, which have the trueſt Taſte 
of Moral Excellency One would have — 
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pick with more Reſpect; 


and tends to introduce Fatality 59 


that what they ſagacious Author of the Analogy be- 
tween Reaſon and Religion has there ſaid on this Sub- 
ject, might have engaged any one who has read it, 
as you intimate you have done, to treat the To- 
and I ſhall remit you to 
a repeated Peruſal of that ſolid and uſeful Treatiſe, 
with only this one farther Queſtion | ; „ Whether 
e you do not think there is ſuch a Thing in the 

« Human Heart, as the Counter. part to the Cha- 
& ratter you deride, an impious Propenſity to the 

4% Negative, a Soliciting the Diſſent of our own 


„Minds, and an endeavouring to promote our own. 


„ Unbelief ?* If you think, the Hill has no remote 


Influence upon the Underſtanding as to its Enquiry into 
Truth, and that corrupt Helen, never lead a Man 
into Error, from which (had his Heart been more 
upright,) he might eaſily have been preſerved, 
You comradit} not only your ſelf, (compare Pag. 63, 


64.) but the Common Senſe and Experience of Man- 
kind; and introduce an Univerſal! Fatality, that 
worſt of Monſters, which will ſwallow up Firtue 


and Religion together, and leave the Mind an eaſy 


Prey to every Error, and to every Vice, which will 
owe its cheap Victory to the Air of Fragile bo 


- with which it makes its ne 


And is this, Sir, after all, the 8 in 1 


you would wiſh to leave the Mind of your Reader? 


or is it ſuch 4 Situation, that a wiſe and benevolent 


Man, would think it worthy of his Time and La- 


bour, to endeavour to bring bis own Mind, and 


_ that of others into it? I would intreat you, Sir, at part- 
ing, ſeriouſly to conſider, how far you would have 


Reaſon to rejoice in the Succeſs of what you have 
writ, . if it ſhould be . thus. ſucceſsful. I ſhould 
think N more inſtructive and edifying ta 
you, than to pauſe onthe. Conſequences... Lou 
would ind cel thereby g gain 1 Triumph 


But would 
N you 


3 = 
— 
Y - 4 


W 4 
— — — = mV 
Erna; A XN 2oerd 
5 1 
— — = — — ” * Pogo 
ne = 2D 
” _ <% £5 2 — 1 
— — 
= — A 3 
Can % . : 
+ > 4 — 
<— x —_— — 2 
<= © ——- 2 =Y 


Jour Succeſs 1n this Controverſy do ? Let us 7. 
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60 We pernicious and evil Tendency 
ous if you were 4 Soldier, for the Sake of that, 
y your Country in Ruins ? And what elſe would 


Men convinced, that neither Chriſtianity, nor Natu- 
ral Religion, are capable of being rationally defended, 
or 6 like the Expreſſion better,) are founded on 
Argument : And what follows? You would indeed 


thereby free fome, for whom it is poſſible you may 
have ſome peculiar Concern, from the Anxiery which 
the ſecret Apprehenſions of Religion give them, in 
the Purſuit of their prohibited Pleaſures ': Yet 


could you not ſecure them entirely from ſome Re- 
coilings of Heart, and Anguifh of Conſcience, which 
will ſometimes be thrown into Convulfions even by 


theſe very Opiates. At leaft, in the Intervgls-of 
theſe Agonies, you would embolden them to lay the 
Keins on the Neck of Appetite and Paſſion, which, 
where Human Laws, or an innate Generofity of Tem. 
per did not reſtrain, would trample down every 
other Obſtacle, and drive on to the Ruin of So- 
| ciety, And as for thoſe who are truly Religious, 
you would, as Tully ſpeaks, on Suppoſition of a 
much ſmaller Evil, (the Ruin of Friendſhip,) take 
the very Sun out of | therr Heaven. You would de- 
 frroy the Entertainment of their Solitude, the Ce- 
ment of their Friendſbip, the Joy of their Proſpe- 
' rity, the Support of their Adverſity, the Light of 


their Life, the Hope of their Death ; and would 


leave the moſt pious Mind, of all others the moſt deſo- 


late. For what Deſolation can be imagined equal, 


or comparable, to that of falling from /o high a 


Hope, from fo glorious a Proſpect, into the gloomy, 
chearlefs, and hopeleſs State, in which a Mind deſti- 
tute of Religion muſt of Neceſſity find it ſelf ? 

If this, Sir, were to be the certain Effef? of robs 

Jour Book, (as I think it muſt be, it the Principle 
of it were to be admitted, and its Conſequences 
purſued ) what a Calamity muſt it haye been to any 


Whey 
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wiſe and good Man to meet with it? I ſhall not 
_ aggravate at large, but only add, that to have 
been, though ever ſo undefignedly, the Infirument 
of ſuch Miſchief, the fatal Occaſion of grieving 


the Good, of hardening the Bad, of ſubverting 


Religion, and, by an inſeparable Conſequence, of 


diſhonouring God, and of ruining Men, is cer- 


tainly to be numbered among the moſt lamentable 
Evil. 5 


It is poſſible indeed, that you did not 1 a Pl 


for all this. If you will permit me, Sir,- 
| ſpeak with all Plainneſs and Freedom, I am a 


in my own Judgment to conclude, from compa- 


ring one Thing with another, that you are a Kind 

of bumorous Sceptick, who intended chiefly to amuſe 
the World, and to ſhew your Addreſs in puzzling 

_ the Cauſe, and attacking Chriſtianity in a peculiar 


Diſguiſe, which you apprehended you could manage 
artfully, on a Side which ſeemed to you moſt open. 


Perhaps you attended to no farther Conſequence, 


than that ſome of your Readers would file, and 


ſome of them would be confounded, and many fay 
you had played your Part in a dextrous Manner, 
and cut out Wort for Divines, who, amidſt the Va- 


riety of Forms you aſſume, might find it more dif- 


ficult to deal with you, than with an Enemy w 0 


more openly declares War, and wears a Habit by 
which he may more certainly be known. Vieus 


lite theſe may amuſe and animate a light Imagination, 


and it may look no farther, But be Effeft of 


Actions depends not on our Forefight, This is cer- 
| tain; either Religion, both Natural and Revealed, 


muſt be a, cf irrational ; or your Book, whatever 


were meant by it, myſt be judged pernicious, and 
muſt draw afterita err Solemm Account in the 
Preſence of Gop. T heartily pray, you may be 


thoughtful of that Account in Time, and diſmiſs 
you, as you did your Young . 
W 
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could 
have a 4 to ſport your ſelf, with theſe i impor- 
tant Top Be not deceived, for GOD is not. 
| 1 - " obatſoever 2 Man ſoweth, that 


62 | _ Concluſion,” 


with a Text - of Scripture, hs contains a Ante 


nition, the Weight of which no intelligent Heathen 
neſtion. How gaily ſo ever you may * 


ſhall 
he alſo reap. A Harveſt of Future Glory, I ſuppoſe, 
no Man in our Age and Country expects to ſe- 
cure by oppoſing Chriſtianity ; and I will venture to 


. ſays that, ſo far as Lan learn, few of its Ene- 
mies, various as their Forms, and ſpecious as ſome 
of their Pretences may have been, have for ibe 
| Preſent raiſed the Character of their Nuorledge, or 


of. their Virtus, among the beſt Judges and Ex- + 
_ of both, by any Auack they have made. 
And if you, "Sir, how conſiderable ſo- 


ever — Natural Talents may be. ſhould prove 
the frf# Exception to this _—_—_ W it t will . 


oy A * OY to 


| Jnr mof bumble Servant, 


r, P. Doppuiper. 


co NTENTS. 


A® ſome of my. Friends, 1 Abts PI pony 
44 have a great , Regard, have expreſſed their 
'Wiſh, that I had diſtinguiſhed the general and par- 
| ticular Heads - -laid down in my former. Letters by 
Numbers, or given running Contents in the Margin; 
I ſhall, notwithſtanding what is already done at 


the Top of the Pages, bien here a Kind of js 


of the Three\Letters, by which a compendious View 
of the chief Thoughts may eaſily be taken in the = 
„ 1 1 3 or r . Page foo — 
fou . 


5 | 


' CONTENTS of the I LerTen. 
. B. A, C. fis the Anke: china 
nut — on „ . 


The Occgſon of the Author's en ing in 7 | 
Controverh, an Apprehenſion of he” erous Ten- 
dency of A. C's Pamphlet, which repreſents Cbriſti- 
anity as irrational, Scripture as wſeleſs, and Miracles as 
uncertain; Pag. 3,—5.-miſrepreſenting the Spirits Agency, 
and calculated, on the one Hand, 10 encourage the 

wildeſt Enthuſiaſm, and on the other, to defiroy all 


1 Faith in the Goſpel Ma 6, 7. The es 
to be treated ſericuſſy. Fag. 8 


"The Tr general Head of A. Cs Book to be er- 
amined- in this Firſt Letter, in . he n 
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and labours to prove, that Reaſon could not be in- 
tended by GOD to lead us into true Faith. Pag. 9. The 
Senſe of this Propoſition ated, If it ſignify, as in its 
nection it ought, that Reaſon is not to be at all con- 
 fulted in judging of the Evidence and Senſe of a Juppoſed 
Revelation, it is plainly abſurd, and inconſiſtent with 
any plauſible Pretence to Religion at all. Pag. 10. 
If, it ſignify, that Chriſtianity is not capable of 
am Rational Proof which the Generality of Mankind 
can underſtand, (which is the moſt favourable. 
Senſe the Words can bear,) it is undertaken as the 
I Pig. Buſineſs of this Letter, to N the un. 
. Fil 
_ "The Author kevite premiſed, that #t is poſſible, 
| the Rational Evidence of Chriſtianity may not be well 
underſt:od by ſome good Chriſtians, who may, without 
Danger to their Salvation, lay à diſproportionate Streſs on 
: fome Arguments. Pag. 12. proceeds to ſhew, | 
I. That both the Internal and External Buer 
RE” of Cbriſtianity are capable of a much eaſier Nluſtration 
than A. C. allows, if ts Founder s Inflitutions be 
purſued. Pag. 13. And here it is more particu- 
: larly nern, 
1. That a pious Eau, by the Divine Bleſſing, 
will probably impreſs the Minds of Children 9 an 
early Senſe of GOD, and Love for Scripture. Pag. 
14, 1 
0; They will Hon be capable of Underftanding Ge. 
Proofs of GOD's Exiſtence, and a Future State. Fag. 
15.—1 
. - 1 will be eaſy 0 make * ſet, that the Bible 
is an excellent Book. Pag. 17, 18. | 
4. A. reaſonable View of the External Evidences of | 
Ghriftianity may be given to young People as they grow 
up, by the Aſiſtance of proper, and thoſe cheap Books. 
. 18, —21, | 
_ <a Hints of the chief Oljeftions, with their Solutions, 
may alſo be kiven them, Fag. 223. This Me. 
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ol often in Fact purſued. Pag. 23. Reflection on the 
Neglet? of ſuch due Care in many Inſtances, which 
makes young Perſons an eaſy Prey to a moft implicit and irra- 
tional Infidelity. Pag. 23, 24. 

6. They whoſe Education has been necleted, or 
who Ye out-grown its Influence, being awakened to 
reflet# on Chriſtianity, (before, on light Evidence, 
admitted as true,) may from Experience of its Vital Energy 
obtain a New and Rational Proof. Pag. 25,27, 
7. This Perſuaſion may be much confirmed by ob ſerv- 

ing the Courſe of Providence, and its Correſpondence 
with Scripture and imward Impreſſions. Pag. 27, 28. 
8. And yet more evidently, by obſerving the Cha- 

adler and Condult of true Believers, and comparing it with 
that of Infidels, as appearing in their Lives and Writ- 
ugs; Pag. 28,—31. and particularly, tbe Manner 

in «which Chriſtianity is attacked, Pag. 31, 32. 
II. Tranfition to the Examination of A. C's Oljec- 
Ans; the Conſideration of which makes the Second 

Part of this Letter. Pag. 33, 
Oh. i. This Evidence cannot be obtained by all. 
Tbid. — Anſwered, by the Conſideration of what might be 
done, if Parents, Maſters, and Miniſters would perform 
their Duty. Pag. 33, 34. Mankind not fo weak, and ins 
capable of recerving - as A. C. has repreſented 
them. Pag. 35, 36, 

Oh. ii. The Examination of theſe Proofiweuld take 
up agreatdealof Time, during which the Mind is left 
in a State of extreamly dangerous Heſitation. Pag. 36, 
Anſio. The Objection moſt unreaſonably ſuppoſes, 

1. A full View of the Controverſy in its utmoſt Extent 
and Accuracy to be neceſſary | 10 a Rational Faith: Pag. 
37,39. And, : 

ha A total Di belief of Chriſtianity during the Exami- 
nation of every particular Argument. Pag. 39,—41. 
Precautions to be taken 10 prevent this. Pag. 41, 42. 
Oh. i. A Faith fo produced will be he Effect 
of ms — of — and this Propen- 
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ſity to believe Chriſtianity ont with Philoſo⸗ 
phical fndifference. Pag. 42. | 
Anſw.—x. An abſolute 1 about a Queſtion 
in Debate is neither poſſible in many Caſes, nor neceſſary 
in any 10 an honeſt Enquiry. Pag. 42, 43. 5 
2. The Education of Children in true Religion is ab- 
folutely neceſſary to prevent very dangerous Prejudices 


againſt it, which would be inſeparable from len 
il. Pag. 43, 44. 


3. Theſe Oljections againſt a Religious, lie alſo againſt a 


Virtuous Education, Pag. 44, 


45: 
Odi. iv. Such a Perſuaſion as theſe Methods cd 
produce, would be founded on partial and im- 


5 Views of the Queſtion. Pag. 45. 


Anſiv.— 1. The moſt important 3 on both Sides 7 
may be generally taught, Ibid. 


2. An accurate Examination of the Cantroverly may, 


and ought to be taken by Perſons of Liberal Education, 
| eſpecially by thoſe intended for the e Chriſtian M; % 2 


Pag. 46, 47. . 
3. More Reaſons may be Earn * Chrifianiy, 0 e 


againſt it, in which, after all, Men muft acquieſce with- 
out being omniſcient in any Thing. Pag. 48, 49. 


O05. v. This will ſtill be a Faith built on Human 


1 Teſtimony. Pag. 50. 


Anſw.—1. Not Jo far as it ariſes from Interne) Evi. 


1. Ibid. 


2. Neither is all Human Te 8 fo bed ed Pag Sr k 
3. Nor is that here appealed to unworthy of Re degard. 


4. Nor are private and unlearned Cbriſtians . to 


- come to rational Satisfattion as to the Certainty of the moſt im- & 
portant Fats alledged, which the Enemies of Chr ſanity 
themſelves confeſs, and dare not deny. Pag. 52,—55. 


Remark on the Divine Wiſdom in permitting the 


_ Oppoſition of Infidels, and over-ruling it to ſo valuable 


a Purpoſe, which Penal Laws Kant them would 
defiroy. Pag. 55, 56. 


} 
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Ohj. vi. That the moſt Rational Arguments can 
never give the Mind ſuch Satisfaction, as ſhould 
animate us to ſubdue our Paſſions, and endure Mar- 
tyrdom for the Goſpel. Pag. 56. 
* . Anſw,—1. A ſufficient Proviſ hon in Reaſon is mate 
or both. 

2. Neither is inleed ſo hard, as ſome would repreſent. 

3. Facts fhew, that both have been effected, where no 
immediate Revelation has been pretended. Pag. 56,—60. 
OConſideration of other Topicks referred lo F__ 

Letters. Pag. 61. 
 Condlufion, Fag. 62. 


CONTENTS of the SECOND LerTaR. ; 


The chief Deſign if this Letter to examine the Second 5 


1 Head of A. C's Tract, in which Chriſtianiq is repreſented 


"0 owning that it is not founded on Argument. Pag. 3. 


General View of what is to be diſproved, and of 
5 what is to be eftabliſhed here. Pag. 4. 
Previous Remark for ſtating the Quetion, which 
A. C. has artfully ſhifted. Pag. 5. 
Tt is proved in Oppoſition to A. C. 
Ii. That Chrift brought rational, plain, and weighty 
Arguments to eſtabliſh his Miſſion. Pag. 6,—8. 
11, That tbe Apoſtles did the like, which i is proved 
from the eg Ll the As, and the Tait Tenor 
of . the Epiſtles. Pag. 9, 10. 
iii. That there was nothing abſurd and prep ufterous 
in this Attempt and C at of the Firſt Preachers 
7 Chriſtianity. Pag. 10. For the Illuſtration of 
which it is farther ſhewn, 
I. That e Dofirme they taught was capable of a 
plain and eaſy Rational Proof. Pag. 10,—12. 
2. That they allowed their Hearers competent Time 
10 examine it: Pag. 13, 14. Whereas A. C. repre- 
ſents the Queſtion much more difficult, than it awe © 
Was, either to  Fews or — ; Fag. 14.—17 ge : 
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the  Aſſent much more immediately demanded. Pag. 
17, 18. 
pr more particular View of the different Charac- 
ters of the Apoſiles Hearers, as they might fall un- 
der the Clais of he Scornful, the Canaia, or the. In- 
' dolent. Pag. 18,—20, 5 
EKeaſons for havin g taken it Fa granted in this Part 
of our Reaſoning, that Miracles are proper Proofs 
of 4 Divine, Miſſion : Pag. 20, & Jes In e 
it is particularly ſnewn, | 


1.) That Chrift and bis Apaſttes argued from then, 
Pag. 21. 
- 5 2.) That they are improperly repreſented by A. E as 
: mere Natural Effecis of Geſpet Benevolence. Pag. 22, 23. 
3.) That Cæriſt's Care to conceal fome of his Mira. Z 
cles is groſsly miſrepreſented, in expreſs Contradiction 
to numberleſ and moſt obvious Facts. Pag. 23, 24. 
4.) That bis Rebuke to thoſe that demanded them in 
ſome particular Circumſtances, was very content 
with the general Deſign of his Miracles. Pag. 25, 20, 


.) The Plea, that Miracles may be wrought by Impe dure, 3 


: 18 invalid, and has been often anſwered. Pag. 27. 


1 6.) T7, betr ng is 10 Proof of their Uncertainty. - 
_ _ Ibid. 
: Ty 2 tion to the Land Part of this Luer, which f 
contains the Examination of A. C's Aitempt o prove 
that Chriſtianity is not founded on Argument, from the 
Ln + Sentence it Henn on . who iel it. 
. 

| The Reality of fu ch a Gmeral 8 entence is allowed. 
Pag. 29. To account for it, it 5s premiſed, that 
A. C's Objedtion is founded on a falſe Notion of Faith, 
as a mere Ajent, whereas really it is a Practical Thing, | 
in which not only the Underſtanding, but the Vill 
is concerned. Pag. 30, 31. And then it is ur rged; 

i. That there is in general no Abſurdity, in ſuppoſing 
dal a Sentence of Condemnation” on thoſe who re 55 it 
| my atiend a Revelation which comes "from. 
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bbjected ” Pag. 48, 49. referred 10 farther Con- 
Hera. TAG 59. TP Re 7 W | 
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Since He may contrive an Evidence, which he knows 
to be reaſonebly ſufficient for the Convittion of every 
one. to whom it is addreſſed ; and on that Suppo- 
ſition, may determine to puniſh thoſe who will not ſub- 
mit to it ;—which if he has determined, it is Mercy 
to add a Threatning of that Puniſhment, which might 
anſwer many valuable Ends. Pag. 31,—36. And as 
this is poſible, ſo it may very 2 be the Caſe, on on 


 Suppoſition of a Revelation. Pag. 36, 37. 


ii. That theſe general Reaſonings have peculiar 


Wight, when appitc] to Chriſtianity : Pag. 37. Con- 
ſidering, 


1, The Repreſentation v which the Scripture makes Y 


- ns the Degree of its Evidence. Pag. 38. 


2. The Nature and Circumſtances of the Scheme it- 


ſell, bringing to guilty Creatures ſuch important 
Bleſſings 1 in fo extraordinary a Way. Pag. 39-41. 
N And, 0 


1 8 The Manner in which it was introduced, and 


the Difficulties it was to firuggle with, which required 1 
ſuch firong Sanctions. Pag. 42. 


A brief View of Otjeftions, 

(u.) From wrong Aſſociations, and Miſtepreſen- 
tations of Religion, which may lead upright Men 
ignorantly to reject what appears ſo abſurd :—Not 10 


be pleaded by thoſe, who might have Acceſs to the Views 
given of it in Scripture. Pag. 42, 43. 


(2.) From the ſuppoſed Virtues of "TY * 
reject Chriſtianity ; — Which yet are too deficiem 10 
vindicate them , Pag. 44, 45. and if ſincere and pre- 


5 vailing, will produce Faith, Pag. 45, 46. and re- 
ceive glorious Acceſions from it. Pag. 46, 47. | 


Theſe Refleftions ſeriouſly recommended to A. C. 


: to check, a Raſoneſs | which may be very dangerous, 


Pag. 47, 48. 
His Notion of the Spirit's Agency briefly Plated and 


Some 


Q 1 . 


o 


70 Contents of the Third Letter. 


Some Things in A. C's Book e! to be reaſon 
able. Pag. 31. 
The Tendency of his main Printibles 0 overthrow 
| Natural, as well as Revealed Religion, urged and 
repreſented at lage. Fag. 51, 56; 

Concluding RefleFion on his Prayer for bis N 
Correſpondent. Pag. 595 60. 


CONTENTS of the Tu IRD LETTER. |. 
Occaſion of this Letter. Pag. 3. 5 Cs Dolirine 1 
the Spirit's Agency more largely ſtated ; Pag. 4,— 
we" TIE evidently falſe in Fact; if there be any erro- 
neous Chriſtians in the World: Pag. 7. And there- 
fore, if it be granted to be the Scripture-Dotirine, is 
plainiy ſubverſive = of Chriſtianity. Pag. 8. It cannot 
be ſupported by referring the Errors of Chri iſtians to 
their not following this infallible Guide, ſince! its ** 5 
Nuences are ſaid to be irreſiſtible. Ibid. N 
A general Plan of the Anſewer laid down. Pag. 9. 
De Scripture, not Human Opinion, the Standard by which 
: the Matter is to be tried. Pag. 10. II is proved, 
I. That the Scripture may ſoy great Things of the 
Spirit s Influence, on the Apoftles, Pag. 10,—13. and 
on inferior Chriftians in former or later Ages, Pag. 13, 
—15: without carrying Things fo bigh as A. C. does. 
II. That the Scripture ſays many Things concerning 
the Spirit's Influence, utterly incoufiftent with thoſe which 
A. C. has aſcribed to it, and which are eſſential to 
bis Scheme, Pag. 15. requiring the Uſe of proper 
Means of Infiruttion, not only in private Chriftians, but 
 Minifers, even in the Apofolick Age. Pag. 15,—18. 
Hence the true Scripture-DoBrine of the Spirit's In. 
fluence | in this Reſpect may be deduced 3 Pag. 18. con. 
Ferning which it is obſerved, 
2 That GOD i is the Autor of 2 our Knowledge. 5 


Ibid. 
2. That 


Contents of the Third Letter. 71 


2, That bis 8 gave ö Revelations 10 
the Apofiles. Pag. 1 


3. That tho' be does not renew the Revelation al- 
ready made and recorded in Scripture, yet 
- 4. He continues to influence the Minds of C briftians 
in ſucceeding Ages, 10 promote * and Holi- 
neſs : Pag. 20, 21. 

5. Our Progreſs in either of which is therefore to 
be aſcribed to him. Pag. 22. Tho? 5 8 
6. The Manner of this Tafiuence cannot be full de- : 
ſcribled: Nor 


7. The Influence irfelf in many Inſtances 4 ihinguifted 


. from the rational Operation of our own Mind in Con- ; 


currence with Second Cauſes. Pag. 22, 23. 
8. Unprofilable Curiof ity on this ds ſtion to be 
| waved. Pag. 24, 25. 
Ĩ)hhis true Account is 8 with that of A. 7 

| and ſubverſrve of his Scheme. Pag. 26. 8 
= Tranſition to the Third Part of this Letter, in which 5 
III. The pretended Proofs from Scripture are conſi- 
1 dered, which A. C. has alledged, as what might 
furniſh out an Objection againſt Chrifianity, drawn 
from the ſuppoſed Abſurdity and InconſiFency of what it 
has taught concerning the Spirit's Influence. Pag. 26. 

A. C. has ſcattered thoſe Proofs promiſcouſly, con- 

ſeious, as it ſeems, that they would appear yet /e/s 
ti his Purpoſe, when ranged together ; aiming at ſome- 
thing plauſible, and not ſolicitous about e 
Pag. 27, 28. 
Enumeration of fle Te bels he prod uces. Pag. 29, 30. 
General Remark on the Impropriety of their Application; 
with a Difribution of them into Claſſes: — Some refer 
not to am Revelation of Truth at all others were 
peculiar. to tbe Apoftles; —and others may fairly. be 
interpreted in an important Senſe different from that 
which A. C. has given them. Pag. 30. 317. 

On theſe v, Principles of Helen, particular 
Texts are ua, Examination 7 
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0 Fly el. 44. and pb i ii. 8. Pag. 12 1 
of Joby xv. 26. and xvi, 1g. Pag 32. * 
of 1 Job. v. 10. and ii. 20, 27. Pag. 32.—5 * -B 
e ai , Page 24,46. 
of Rom. x. 6, 8 . Fag. 3638. = 
of 1 Cor. di. 14, 15... Pag. 395 40. . „ 
of 1 Fobn v. 10. and Gal. i. 8. Pag. 4. 5 
of x Cor; i, 10. Rom. xii. 16. xv. 5. and Pal, 
l. 2. Pag. 42,-44. 
of Mat. xviil. 3. and 2 Gor. X. 8. Pig 44. TR 
Illuſtration of x Pet. ii. 1, 2. Pag. 45, 46. 
' Other Scriptures occaſionally vindicated, particu- 
nie Fobn iv. 39. Pag. 47,—49. Luke xxiv. 25. 
Pag, 49, 50. and 1 Jobn iv. 2. Pag. 30, 32. 
A Reply to the Argument taken from our being 
obliged to pray for the Increaſe of Faith. Pag 52. To 
2 for ibis, is as confi Fent with Rational Endeavours 
to ſtrengthen it, as praying for the Increaſe of Virtue is: 
It is required of Believers only, and  Juppoſes a Readineſs . 
to do'our Part. Pag. 32,54. | 
The Argument Which A. C. Ane from An 
Baptiſm, not founded on à true View of the Inftitution. 
Pag. 34, '55. Important Ends to be anſivered by it; 
without ſuppoſing ſuch an Extraordinary N be 
tion of the” Spirit in it. Pag. 55,57. | 
A Remark on the cantlemptuous e in which. 
A C. ſpeaks of the Spion, that the Evidence 
of .Chriftianily may be ſo adjuſted, as to be a. Touchſlone 
e the Inteprity and 3 485 of thoſe ta ubm 
ii is ad: Pag. 57. The Denial — 8 Lea — 5 
buriful io Natural, hs watt as! Revealed R | 
and ends to e the mot ſephicious Sele ; 
of Fajality.” BY ens. 1, 
enen with a ſerious Aae th: A. Gs 
2 deny 'of bis Panpblet, and the miſchievous Cone et 
ue of #5. Sutceſs, if it ſhould ſucceed, which A 
ly ¹ will not. Fag. 59.—52 9 | Wh | 
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